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894 ESTHER, I.

CHAP. I.

Several things in this chapter itself are very instructive,

and of great use; but the design of recording the story of
it, is to show how way was made for Esther, to the

crown, in order to her being instrumental to defeat Ha-
inan's plot, and this, long before the plot was laid, that
we may observe and admire the foresight, and vast
reaches of Providence, Knoicn unto God are all his

works before-hand. 1. Ahasuerus the king feasts all his

great men, v. I.. 9. II. In his heat, he divorces his

queen, because she would not come to him when he sent
for her, v. 10 . . 22. This shows how God serves his own
purposes, even by the sins and follies of men, which he
would not permit, if he knew not how to bring good out
of them.

1. I^r^^^^ it came to pass in the days of

X^ Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which
reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, ot'er

a hundred and seven and twenty provinces,)

2. That in those days, when the king Aha-
suerus sat on the throne of his kingdom,
which was in Shushan the palace, 3. In

tlie third year of his reign, he made a feast

unto all his princes and his servants ; the

power of Persia and Media, the nobles and
princes of the provinces, beirig before him

;

4. When he showed the riches of his glo-

rious kingdom, and the honour of his excel-

lent majesty, many days, even a hundred
and fourscore days. 5. And when these

days were expired, the king made a feast

unto all the people that were present in

Shushan the palace, both unto great and
small, seven days, in tlTe court of the garden
of the king's palace ; 6. Where w'ere white,

green, and blue hangings^ fastened with
cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings

and pillars of marble : the beds mere of gold
and silver, upon a pavement of red, and
1)1 ue, and white, and black marble. 7. And
they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the

vessels being diverse one fiom another,) and
royal wine in abundance, according to "the

state of the king. 8. And the drinking ivas

according to the law ; none did compel : for

the king had appointed to all the officers of

his house, that they should do according to

every man's pleasure. 9. Also Vashti the

queen made a feast for the women in the

royal house which belonged to king Aha-
suerus.

Which of the kings of Persia this Ahasuerus was,
the learned are not agreed. Mordecai is said to

have been one of those that were carried capti\ e

from Jemisalem, {ch. 2. 6.) whence it should seem,
it was one of tlie first kings of that empire. Dr.
Lightfoot thinks it was that Artaxerxes wlio hin-

dered the building of the temple, who is called also

jthasuerus, (Ezra 4. 6, 7.) after his great-grand-
fatlier of tlie Medes, Dan. 9. 1. We have here an
account,

I. Of the vast extent of his dominion. In the
time of Darius and Cyrus, there were but 120 pro-
vinces, Dan. 6. 1. Now, there were 127, from In-
dia to Ethiopia, v. 1. An overgrown kingdom,
which, in time, would sink with its own weight.

and, as usual, would lose its provinces as fast as it

got them. If such vast power be put into a bad
hand, it is able to do so much the more mischief; but
if into a good hand, it is not able to do so much the
more good; Christ's kingdom is, or shall be, far
larger than this, when the kingdoms of the w( ild
shall all become his; and it shall be everlasting.

II. Of the great pomp and magnificence of bis
couit. When he found himself fixed in his throne,
tlie pride of his heart rising with the grandeur of
his kingdom, he made a most extravagant feast,

wherein he put himself to vast expense and trouble,
only to show the riches of his glorious kingdom, and
the honour of his excellent majesty, "v. 4. This was
vain glory, an affectation ofpomp to no purpose at all;

for none questioned the riches of his kingdom, nor
offered to vie with him for honour. If he had
showed the riches of his kingdom, and the honour
of his majesty, as some of his successors did, in

contributing largely toward the building of the tem-
ple, and the maintaining of the temple-service,
(Ezra 6. 8.

—

7. 22.) it would have turned to a much
better account. Two feasts Ahasuerus made: 1.

One for his nobles and princes, which lasted 180
days, V. 3, 4. Not that he feasted the same per-
sons, every day, for all that time, but perhaps the
nobles and princes of one province one day, of an-
other pro ince another day, while thus he and his
cf nst nt attendants fared sumptuously every day.
The Chaldee paraphrast (who is very bold in his
additions to the story of this book) says, that there
had been a rebellion among his subjects, ;ind that
this feast was kept for joy of the quashing of it. 2.

Another was made for all the people, both ^rec/
and small, which lasted seven days; some one day,
and soiTie another; and because no house would
hold them, they were entertained i?i the court of the

garden, v. 5. The hangings with which the seve-
ral apartments were divided, or the tents which
were there pitched for the company, were very-

fine and rich; so were the beds or benches on which
they sat, and the pavement under their feet, v. 6.

Better is a dinner of herbs with quietness, and the
enjoyment of one's self and ;i friend, than th's ban-
quet of wine, with all the noise and tumult that

must needs attend it.

III. Of the good Older which, in some respects,

was kept there notwithstanding. We do not find

this like Belshazzar's feast, in which dunghill-gods

were praised, and the vessels of the sanctuary pro-

faned, Dan. 5. 3, 4. Yet the Clialdean paraphrase
savs, that the vessels of the sanctuary were used in

this feast, to the great grief of the pious Jews. It

was not like Herod's feast, which reserved a pro-

phet's head for the last dish.

Two things we may gather from the account

here given oif this feast, which are laudable.

1. That there was no forcing of healths, nor

urging of them. The drinking was according to the

law, probably, some law lately made; none did,

comfiel, no not by a continual proposing of it; (as

Josephus explains it;) they did not send the glass

about, but every man drank as he pleased, {v. 8.)

so that if there were any that drank to excess, it

was their own fault, a fault which few would com-
mit, when the king's order put an honour upon so-

hriety. This caution of a heathen prince, even then

when he would show his generosity, may shame
manv who are called christians, who think they do

not sufficiently show their good housekeeping, nor

bid their friends welcome, unless they make them
drunk, and, under pretence of sending the health

round, send the sin round, and death with it.

There is a woe to them that do so; let them read it

and tremble, Hab. 2. 15, 16. It is robbing men of

tlieir reason, their richest jewel, and making them
fools, the greatest wrong that can be.
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i\ T iiat there was no mixed dancing, f r tuc ijcii-

demeii and kidies were entertained asunder, not ab

in Beishdzzars feast, whose wives and concubines
drank with hiai, (Dan. 5. 2.) or Herod's, whose
daughter danced before him. Vashti feasted the
women in her own apartment; not openly in the
court of the garden, but in the royal house, v. 9.

Tlius, while the king showed the honour of his

majeaty, she and her ladies showed the honour of

their modesty, whch is truly the majesty of the fair

sex.

10. On the seventh day, when the heart

of the king was meny with wine, he com-
manded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Big-

tha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the

seven chamberlains that served in the pre-

sence of Ahasuerus the king, 11. To bring

Vashti the queen before the king, with the

crown royal, to show the people and the

princes her beauty : for she wa8 fair to look

on. 12. But the queen Vashti refused to

come at the king's commandment by his

chamberlains : therefore was the king very

wroth, and his anger burned in him. 13.

Then the king said to the wise men, which
knew the times, (for so was the king's man-
ner toward all that knew law and judgment

:

1 4. And the next unto him loas Carshena,

Shethar, xAdmatha, Tarshish, Meres, Mar-
sena, and Memucan, the seven princes of

Persia and Media, which saw the king's

face, and which sat the first in the king-

dom ;) 15. What shall we do unto the

queen Vashti according to law, because she

hath not performed the commandment of

the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains?
IP. And Memucan answered before the

King and the princes, Vashti the queen hath

not done wrong to the king only, but also to

all the princes, and to all the people that

are in all the provinces of the king Aha-
suerus. 17. For this deed of the queen
shall come abroad unto all women, so that

they shall despise their husbands in their

eyes, when it shall be reported. The king

Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to

be brought in before him, but she came not.

1 8. Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and
Media say this day unto all the king's

princes, which have heard of the deed of

the queen. Thus shall there arise too much
contempt and wrath. 19. If it please the

king, let there go a royal commandment
from him, and let it be written among the

laws of the Persians and the Medes, that

it be not altered, that Vashti come no more
before king Ahasuerus ; and let the king give

her royal estate unto another that is better

than she. 20. And when the king's decree

which he shall make shall be published

throughout all his empire, (for it is great,) all

liie w lv( s shf;l1 give to their husbands honour,

both 10 great and small. 21. And the saying

pleased the king and the princes -, and the

king did according to the word of Memu-
can : 22. For he sent letters into all the

king's provinces, into every province ac-

cording to the writing thereof, and to eveiy

people after their language, that every

man should bear rule in his own house;
and that it should be published according

to the language of every people.

We have here a damp to all the mirth of Aha-
sueinis's feast; it ended in heaviness, not, as Job's

children's feast, by a wind from the wilderness,
not, as Belshazzar's, by a hand-writing on the wall,

but by his own folly. An unhappy falling-out there
was, at the end of the feast, between the king and
queen, which broke ofFthe feast abruptly, and sent

the guests away silent and ashamed.
I. It was certainly the king's weakness, to send

for Vashti into his presence, when he was drunk,
and in company with abundance of gentlemen,
many of whom, it is likely, were in the same condi-

tion. When his heart was merry ivith wine, no-

thing would serve him, but Vashti must come, Avell-

dressed as she was, with the crown on her head,
that the princes and people might see what a hand-
some woman she was, v. 10, 11. Hereby, 1. He
dishonoured himself as a husband, who ought to

protect, but by no means to expose, the modesty of

his wife, who ought to be to her a covering of the

eyes, (Gen. 20. 16.) not to uncover tlieni. 2. He
diminished himself as a king, in commanding that

from his wife, which she might refuse, much to the
honour of her virtue. It was against the custom of

the Persians for the women to appear in public, and
he put a great hardship upon her, when he did
not co\irt, but command, her to do so uncouth a
thing, and make her a show. If he had not been
put out of the possession of himself by driiking to

excess, he would not have done such a thing, but
have been angry at any one that should have men-
tioned it. When the wine is in, the wit is out, and
men's reason departs from them.

II. However, perhaps it was not her wisdom to

deny him: {r'. 12.) she refused to come; though he
sent his command by seven honourable messengers,
and publicly, and, Josephus says, sent again and
again, yet she persisted in her denial. Had she
come, while it was evident that she did it in ])ure

obedience, it would have been no reflection upon
her modesty, nor a bad example. The thing was
not in itself sinful, and therefore to obey had been
more her honour than to be so precise. Perhaps
she refused in a haughty manner, and then it was
certainly evil; she scorned to come at the king's

commandment. What a mortification was this to

him ! While he was showing the glorj' of his king-

dom, he showed the reproach of his family, that he
had a wife that would do as she pleased. Strifes

l)etween yoke-fellows are bad enough at any time,

but t)efore company they are very scandalous, and
occasion blushing and uneasiness.

III. The king, thereupon, grew outrageous. He
that had rule over 127 provinces, had no rule over
his own spirit, but his anger burned in him, v. 12.

He had consulted his own comfort and credit more,
if he had stifled his resentments, had passed by the
affront his wife gave him, and turned it oflp with a
jest.

IV. Though he was very angry, he would not do
any thing in this matter, till he advised with his

privy-counsellors; as he had seven chamberlains to
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execute his orders, who are named, {v. 10.) so he
had seven counsellors to direct his orders. The
greater power a man has, the greater need he has

of advice, that he may not abuse his power. Of
these counsellors it is said, that they were learned

men, for they knew law andJudgment; that they

were wise men, for they knew the timen; and that

the king put great confidence in them, and honour
upon them, for they saw the king''s face and sat

first in the kingdom, v. 13, 14. In the multitude of

9uch counsellors, there is safety. Now here is,

1. The question proposed to this cabinet-council;

(y. 15.) IPhat shall we do to the queen Vas/iti, ac-

cording to law? Observe, (1.) Thr ugh it was the

queen that was guilty, the law must have its course.

(2.) Though the king was very angry, yet he would
do nothing but what he was advised was according

to law.

2. The proposal which Memucan made, that

Vashti should be divorced for her disobedience.

Some suggest that he gave this severe advice, and
the rest agreed to it, because they knew it would
please the king, would gratify both his passion now,
and his appetite afterward. But Josephus says,

that, on the contrary, he had a strong affection for

Vashti, and would not have put her away for this

offence, if he could legally have passed it by. And
then we must suppose Memucan, in his advice, to

have had a sincere regard to justice and the public

good.

(1.) He shows what would be the bad conse-

quences of the queen's disobedience to her husband,

it it were passed by and not anim. idverted upon,

that it would imbolden other wives both to disobey

their husbands, and to domineer over them. Had
this unhappy falling out between the king and his

wife, wherein she was conqueror, been private, the

error had remained with themselves, and the quar-

rel might have been composed privately between
themselves; but it happening to be public, and per-

haps the ladies that were now feasting with the

queen, having showed themselves pleased with her
refusal, her bad example would be likely to have
had a bad influence upon all the families of the

kingdom; if the queen must have her humour, and
the king must submit to it, (since the houses of pri-

vate persons commonly take their measures from
the courts of princes,) the wives would be haughty
and imperious, and would scorn to obey their hus-
bands, and the poor despised husbands might fret at

it, but could not help themselves, for the conten-

tions of a wife are a continual dropping; Pro\\

19. 13.—27. 15. andseeProv. 21. 9.-25. 24. When
wives despise their husbands, whom they ought to

reverence, (Eph. 5. 33.) and contend ior dominion
over those to whom they ought to be in subjection,

(1 Pet. 3. 1.) there cannot but be continual guilt and
grief, confusion and every evil work. And great
ones must take heed of setting copies of this kind,

•u. 16.. 18.

(2.) He shows what would be the good conse-
quence of a decree against Vashti, that she should
be divorced. We may suppose, before tliey pro-
ceeded to this extremity, they sent to Vashti to

know if she would yet submit, ciy Peccavi—/ have
done wrong, and ask the king's pardon, which if

she had done, the mischief of her example would
have been effectually prevented, and process would
have been staid; but, it is likely, she continued ob-
stinate, and insisted upon it as her prerogative to do
as she pleased, whether it pleased the king or no;
and therefore they gave this judgment against her,
that she come no more before the king, and this

judgment so ratified, as never to be reversed, v. 19.

The consequence of this, it was hoped, would be,

that the wives would give to their husbands honour,
even the wives of the great, notwithstanding their

own greatness, and the wjves of the small, notwith
standing the husband's meanness, v. 20. And thus
e\ ery man would bear rule in his own house, as ht
ought to do, and, the wives being subject, the chil-

dren and servants would be so too. It is the inte-
rest of states and kingdoms, to provide that good
order be kept in private families.

3. The edict that passed, according to this pro-
posal, signifying that the queen was divorced for
contumacy, according to the law, and that if other
wi\ es were, in like manner, undutiful to their hus-
biuds, they must expect to be in like manner dis-
graced; {v. 21, 22.) were they better than the
queen? Whether it was the passion, or the policy,
of the king, that was ser\ ed by this edict, God's
providence served its own purpose by it, which was,
to make way for Esther to the crown.

CHAP. n.
Two things are here recorded in this chapter, which were
working toward the deliverance of the Jews from Ha-
man's conspiracy. I. The advance of Esther to be queen
instead of Vashti. Many others were candidates for the
honour, (v. i..4. ) but Esther, an orphan, a captive
Jew, (v. 6.. 7-) recommended herself to the king's cham-
berlain first, (v. 8 . . 11.) and then to the king, (v. \t .

17.) who made her queen, (v. 18 ..20.)* II. The good
service that Mordecai did to the king, in discovermg a
plot against his life, v. 21 . . 23.

1. A FTER these things, when the wrath
-/jL of king Ahasueius was appeased, he

remembered Vashti, and what she had done,
and what was decreed against her. 2. Then
said the king's servants that ministered unto
him, Let there be fair young virgins sought
for the king: 3. And let the king appoint
officers in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather together all the fair

young virgins unto Shuslian the palace, to

the house ofthe women, unto the custody of

Hege the king's chamberlain, keeper of the

women ; and let their things for purification

be given tkem : 4. And let the maiden
which pleaseth the king be queen instead of

Vashti. And the thing pleased the king, and
he did so. 5. Now in Shushan the palace

there was a certain Jev\', whose name teas

Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei.

the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 6, Who nad
been carried away from Jerusalem with the

captivity which had been carried away with

Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon had carried

away. 7, And he brought up Hadassah
(that is Esther) his uncle's daughter ; for

she had neither father nor mother, and the

maid tvas fair and beautiful ; whom Morde-
cai, when her father and mother were dead

took for his own daughter. 8. So it camt
to pass, when the king's commandment and
his decree was heard, and when many mai-

dens were gathered together unto Shushan
the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that

Esther was brought also unto the king's

house, to the custody of Hegai, kec^pcr of

the women. 9. And the maiden pleased

him, and she obtained kindness of him ; and
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he speedily gave her her thhigs for purifica-

tion, with such things as belonged to lier, and
^<even maidens, which were meet to be given

her, out of the king^s house : and he preferred

her and her maids unto the best;?/ace of the

house of the women. 10. Esther had not

showed her people nor her kindred : for

Mordecai had charged her that she should

not show it. 11. And Mordecai walked
every day before the court of the women's
house, to kYiow how Esther did, and what
should become of her. 12. Now, when
every maid's turn was come logo in to king

Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve
months, according to the manner of the wo-
men, (for so were the days of their purifica-

tions accomplished, to wit, six months with

oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet
odours, and with other things for the purify-

ing of the women,) 13. Then thus came
everi/ maiden unto the king ; whatsoever she

desired was given her, to go with her out of

the house of the women unto the king's

house. 14. In the evening she went, and
on the morrow she returned into the second
house of the women, to the custody of

Shaashgaz the king's chamberlain, wliich

kept the concubines : she came in unto the

king no more, except the king delighted in

her, and that she were called by name. 1 5.

Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter
of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who iiad

taken her for his daughter, was come to go
in unto the king, she required nothing but

what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the

keeper of the women, appointed : and Es-
ther obtained favour in the sight of all them
that looked upon her. 1 6. So Esther was
taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house
royal in the tenth month, which is the month
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 1 7.

And the king loved Esther above all the

women, and she obtained grace and favour

in his sight more than all the virgins ; so

that he set the royal crown upon her liead,

and made her queen instead of Vashti. 1 8.

Then the king made a great feast unto all his

princes and his servants, even Esther's feast

;

and he made a release to the provinces, and
gave gifts according to the state of the king.

19. And when the virgins were gathered

together the second tiine, then Mordecai sat

in the king's gate. 20. Esther had not i/et

showed her kindred nor her people, as Mor-
decai had charged her: for Esther did the

commandment of Mordecai, like as when
she was brought up with him.

How God put down one that was high and
mighty, from her seat, we read in the chapter be-

[

fore, and are now to be told how he exalted one of

Vol. II.—5 X

low dcjjree, as the virgin Mary observes in her
song, (Luke 1. 52.) and Hannah before her, 1 Sam,
2. 4 , . 8. Vashti being humbled for her height, Es-
ther is advanced for her humility. Observe,

I. The extravagant course that was taken to
please the king with another wife instead of Vashti.
Josephus says, that when his anger was over, he
was exceedingly grieved that the matter was ( ar-
ried so far, and would have been reconciled to
Vashti, but tliat, by the constitution of the govern-
ment, the judgment was irrevocable; that, there-
fore, to make liim furget her, they contrived how
to entertain him first witli a great variety of concu-
bines, and then to fix him to the most agreeable of
them all for a wife, instead of Vashti. The mar-
riages of princes are commonly made bv policy and
interest, for the enlargingof their dominions, aiid the
strengthening of their alliances; but this must be
made partly by the agreeableness of the person to
the king's fancy, whether she were rich or poor,
noble or ignoble. What pains were taken to humour
the king! As if his power and wealth were given
him for no other end, than that he might have all

the delights of sense wound up to the height oi

pleasurableness, and exquisitely refined, though, at
the best, they are but dross and dregs in compari-
son with divine and spiritual pleasures. 1. All the
provinces of his kingdom must be searched, for fair
young virgins, and officers appointed to choose
them, V. 3. 2. A house (a seraglio) was prepared
on purpose for them, and a person appointed to
have the charge of them, to see that thev were
well provided for. 3. No less than twelve months
were allowed them for their purification, some of
them, at least, who were brought out nf the c( un-
try, that they might be very clean, and perfumed,
V. 12. Even those who v.'e're the niaster-piccts ot

nature, must yet have all this help from art, to
recommend them to a vain and carnal mind. 4.

After the king had once taken them to his bed,
they were made recluses ever after, excejjt the
king pleased at any time to send for them; {v. 14.)
they were looked upon as secondary wives, were
maintained by the king accordingly, and miglit not
marry. We may see, by this instance, to wii;it ab-
surd practices those came, who were destitute of
divine revelation, and who, as a punishment f ir

their idol atn-> were given up to vile affections; hav-
ing broken through that law of crestion, which re-
sulted from God's making man, they brake through
another law, which were founded upon his making
one man and one woman. See what need there
was of the gospel of Christ to purify men from the
lusts of the flesh, and to reduce them to the original
institution. Those that have learned Chrht, \v\\\

think it a shame even to speak ofsuch t/iins^s os
these which were done ofthem, not only in secret,

but avowedly, Eph. 5. 12.

II. The overruling providence of fiod, thus
bringing Esther to be queen. Had she been first

recommended to Ahasuerus for a wife, he would
have rejected the motion with disdain. But when
slie comes in her turn, after several others, ;ind it

was found that though many of them were int^e-

nious and disci-eet, graceful and agreeable, vet Es-
ther excelled them all, way was made for her, even
by her rivals, into the king's affections, and the
honours consequent thereupon. It is certain, as
Bishop Patrick says, that those who suggest that
she committed a gi-eat sin, to come at this dignitv,
do not consider the custom of those times and coun-
tries. Every one that the king took to his bed, was
married to him, and was his Avife of a lower 7-ank,

as Hagar was Abraham's; so that if Esther had not
been made queen, the sons of Jacob need not say
that he dealt with their mter as with a harlot. Con-
cerning Esther, we musft observe.
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1. Her original and character, (1.) Slie was one
of the children of the cn/itivity; a Jewess, and a
sharer with her people in their bondage. Daniel
and his fellows were ad\ anced in the land where
they were captives; for they were of those whom
Ciod sent thither ybr their good, Jer. 24. 5. (2.)

She was an orphan, her father and mother were
both dead; {v. 7.) but when the\' had forsriken her,

then the Lord took, her up, Ps. 27. 10. Wlien
those whose luihappiness it is to be thus deprived
of their parents, in their childhood, yet afterwards
come to be eminently pious and prosperous, we
ought to take notice of it to the glory of tliat God,
and his grace and providence, who has taken it

among the titles of his honour, to be a Father of
thefatherless. (3. ) She was a beauty, ^azV ofform,
good of countenance, so it is in the margin, v. 7.

Her wisdom and virtue were her greatest beauty,
but it is an advantage to a diamond to be well set.

(4.) Mordecai, her cousin-german, was her guar-
dian, drought her ufi, and took her for his oum
daughter. The LXX say, that he designed to make
her his wife; if that were so, he was to be praised
that he opposed not her better preferment. (5.)
Let God be acknowledged in raising up friends for

the fatlierless and motherless; let it be an encou-
ragement to that pious instance of charity, that
many who have taken care of the education of or-

phans, have lived to see the good fruit of their care
and pains, abundantly to their comfort. Dr. Lii^ht-

foot thinks that this Mordecai is the same with thit
mentioned, Ezra 2. 2. who went up to Jerusalem
with the fii'st, and helped forward the settlement
of his people, until the building of the temple was
stopped, and then went back to the Persian court,

to see what service he could do them there.

Mordecai being Esther's guardian or pro-parent,
we are told, [1.] How tender he was of her, as if

she had been his own child; {v. 11.) he walked be-
fore her door every dav, to know how she did, and
what interest she had. Let those whose relations ;ire

thus cast upon them by Divine Providence, be thus
kindly affectioned to them, and solicitous for them.
[2.] How respectful she was to him, though in re-

lation s!ie was liis equal, yet in age and dependenc e

being h;s inferior, she honoured him as her f itler,

did his conunandment, x\ 20. This is an example
to (Tphans; if they fall into the hands of those who
love ihem and take care of them, let them make
suitable returns of duty and affection. The less

obliged their guirdians were, in duty, to provide
for them, the more obliged tliey are, in gratitude,

to honour .ind obey their v.uardians. Here is an in-

stance of Esther's obsequiousness to Mordecai tliat

she did not show her /iro/ile or her kindred, l)ecause

Mordecai had charged her that she should not, v.

10. He did not bid her deny her country, nor tell

a lie to conceal her parentage; if he had, she must
not have done it; but he bid her not proclaim it: all

trutlis are not to be spoken at all times, though an
untruth is not to be spoken at any time. She being
born in Shushan, and her parents being dead, all

took her to be of Persian extraction, and she was
not bound to undeceive them.

2. Her preferment. Who would have thought
that a Jew, a captive, an orphan, was born to be a
queen, an empress! Yet so it proved. Providence
sometimes raiseth iiji the poor out of the dust, to

set them among firinces, 1 Sam. 2. 8. (1.) The
king's chamberlain honoured her, {xi. 9.) and was
ready to serve her; wisdom and virtue will gain re-

spect. They that make sure God's favour, sliall

find favour with man too, as far as it is good for

them. All that lo(^ked upon Esther, admired her,
{v. 15.) and concluded that she was the ladv that
would win the prize: and she did win it. (2.) The
king himself fell io kxv^, with her. She was not so-

licitous, as the rest of the maidens were, to set lier

self off with artificial beauty; &he reguirrd nothing
but just what was appointed her; {y. 15.) and ye*
she was most acceptaljle. The more natural beaut)
is, the more agreeable. The king loved Esther
abo\ e all the tvomen, v. 17. Now he needed no*
to make any farther trials, or take time to deJibe
rate; he is soon determined to set the royal cr sxvn
upon her head, and make her queen, v. 17, This
was d ne in his seventh year; {v. 16.) Vashti was
divorced in his third year, [ch. 1. 3.) so that he
was four years without a queen.
Notice is taken, [1.] Of the honours the king put

upon Esther. He graced the solemnity of her coro-
nation wiih a royalfeast, (v. 18.) at which perhaps
Esther, in compliance with the king, made a public
appearance, which Vashti refused to do; that she
might have the praise of obedience in the same in-

stance in which the other incurred the blot of diso-

bedience. He also granted a re/eoir ^o the provinces,
either a remittance of the taxes in arrear, or an
act of grace for criminals; as Pilate, at the feast,

I'eleased a prisoner. This was to add to the joy.

[2.] Of the deference Esther continued to pay to

her former guardian; she still did the command-
ment of Mordecai, as when she ivas brought up ivith

him, V. 20. Mordecai sat m the king's gate, that
was the height of his pi-eferment, he was one of the
porters, or door-keepers, of the court; whether he
had this place before, or Estlier obtained it for him,
we are not told; but there he sat contentedly, and
aimed no higher; and yet Esthei', who was advanced
to the throne, was observant of him. This was an
evidence of an humble and grateful disposition; that

she had a sense of his former kindnesses, and his

continued wisdom; it is a great ornament to those
that are advanced, and much to their praise, to re-

member their benefactors, to retain the impres-
sions of their good education, to be diffident of tliem-
sehes, willing to take advice, and thankful for iL

21. In those days, while Mordecai sat in

tlio king's gate, two of the king's chamber-
lains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which
kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay

hand on the king Ahasnerus. 22. And the

thing was known to Morderai, who told it

tinto Esther the queen, and Esther certified

the king ///prro/ in Mordecai's name. 23.

And when inf|uisition was made of the

tnatter, it was found out ; therefore they

were both hanged on a tree: and it was
written in the book of the Chronicles before

the king.

This good service which Mordecai did to the
government, in discovering a plot against the life of

tlie king, is here recorded, because the mention of

it will again occur to his advantage. No step is yet
taken toward Haman's design of the Jews' destmc-
tion, but several steps are taken toward God's de-
sign of their deliverance, and this for one. God
now gives Mordecai an opportunity of doing the king
a good turn, that he might have the fairer oppor-
tunity afterward of doing the Jews a good turn.

1. A design was laid against the king by two of

his own servants, who sought to lay havd on him,
not only to make him a prisoner, but to take away
his life, V. 21. Prol)ably, they resented some affi-ont

which they thought he h;id given them, or some
injury whicli he had done them. Who would be
great, to be so much the object rf envy? \\nu) would
be arbitrary, to be so much the object rf ill-will?

Princes, above anv mortals, have their souls con-
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linually in their hands, and often go down slain to

the[lit y especially those who caused terror in the land

of the living.

2. Mordecai got notice of their treason, and, by
Esther's means discovered it to the king, hereby
confirming her in, and recommending himself to,

the king's favour. How he came to the knowledge
of it does not appear; whether he overheard their

discourse, or they offered to draw him in with them,
so it was, that the thing was known to him; tliis

ought to be a warning against all traitors and sedi-

tious practices: though they presume upon secrecy,

a bird of (he air shall carry the voice. Mordecai,
as soon as he knew it, caused it to be made known
to the king; whicli ought to be an instruction and
example to all that would be found good suijjects,

not to conceal any bad design they know of against

the prince or tlie public peace, for it is making a

confederacy with public enemies.
3. The traitois were hanged, as they deserved,

but not till it was, upon search, fully proved against

them, {v. 23.) and the whole matter was recorded
in the king's journals, with a particular remark,
that Mordecai was the man who discovered the
treason. He was not rewarded presently, but a

book of remembrance was written. Tims with re-

spect to those who serve Christ, thougli their re-

compense is adjourned till the resurrection of the
just, yet an account is kept of their work offaith
and labour oflove, which God is not unrighteous to

forget, Heb. -6. 10.

CHAP. III.

A very black and mournful scene here opens, and which
threatens the ruin of all the people of God. Were there

not some such dark nights, the light of the morning
would not be so welcome. I. Haman is made the king's

favorite, v. 1. 11. Mordecai refuses to give him the

honour he demanded, v. 2 . . 4. III. Haman, for his sake,

vows to be revenged upon all the Jews, v. 5, 6. IV. He,
upon a malicious suggestion, obtains an order from the

knig to have them all massacred upon a certain day, v.

7 . . 13. V. This order is dispersed through the kingdom,
V. 14, 15.

1. A FTER these things did king Ahasue-
l\^ rus jDiomote Haman the son of Ham-

niedatha the Agagite, and advanced him,

and set his seat above all the princes that

toere with him. 2. And all the king's ser-

vants, that inerr. in the king's gate, bowed
and reverenced Haman : for the king had
so commanded concerning him : but Mor-
decai bowed not, nor did him reverence.

3. Then tlie king's servants, which locrv in

the king's gate, said unto Mordecai, Why
transgressest thou the king's command-
ment? 4. Now it came to pass, when they

spake daily unto him, and he hearkened not

unto them, that they told Haman, to see

whether Mordecai's matters would stand:

for he had told them that he wan a Jew.
5. And when Haman saw that Mordecai
bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was
Haman full of wrath. 6. And he tiiought

scorn to lay iiands on Mordecai alone ; for

they had showed him the people of Morde-
cai : wherefore Haman sought to destroy

all the Jews that icere throughout the whole
kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of

Mordecai.

Here we have,
I. Haman advanced by the prince, and adored,

thereupon, by the people. The prince had latelv
laid Esther in his bosom, but she had no such inte-
rest in him, as to get her friends preferred, or to
prevent the preferring of one, who, she knew, was
an enemy to her people. When those that are
good, become great, they still lind that they cannot
do good, nor prevent mischief as they would. I'lus
Haman was an Agagite, an Amalekite, savs Jose-
phus, probably of the descendants of Agagj a mni-
mon name of the princes of Amalek, asappears.
Numb. 24. 7. Some think that he was, by birth, a
prince, asJehoiakim was, whose seat was set above
the rest of the captive kings, (2 Kings 25. 28.) as
Haman's here was, v. 1. The king took a fancy to
him, (princes are not bound to give reasons fortheii-
favours,) made him his favorite, his confidant, his
prime minister of state. Such a commanding in-

fluence the court then liad, that (contrary to the
proverb) whom it blessed, the country blessed too;
for all men adored this rising sun, and the king's
servants were particularly conmianded to bow before
him, and to do him reverence, {y. 2.) and they did
so. I wonder what the king saw in Haman, that
was commendable or meritorious; it is plain that he
was not a man of honour or justice, of any true
courage, or steady conduct, but proud, and pas-
sionate, and revengeful; yet was he promoted, and
caressed, and there was none so great as he. Princes'
darlings are not alwavs worthies.
n. Mordecai adhering to his principles with .a

bold and daring resolution, and therefore refusing
to reverence Haman, as the rest of the king's sei"-

vants did, v. 2. He was urged to it by his friends,
who reminded him of the king's commandment,
and consequently of the danger he incurred, if lie

refused to comply with it; it was as much as his life

was worth, especially considering Haman's inso-
lence, V. 5. '1 hey sfiake daily to him, to persuade
him to conform; but all in vain, he hearkened not
to them, but told them plainly that he was a Jew,
and could not in conscience do it: doubtless, his re-
fusal, when it came to be taken notice of, and made
the subject of discourse, was commonly attributed
to pride and envy, that he would not pay respect to

Haman, because, on the score of his alliance to Es-
ther, he was not himself as much promoted; or to

a factious seditious spirit, and a disaffection to the
king and his government; those that would make
the best of it, looked upon it as his weakness, or his

want of bi'eeding, called it a humour, and a piece
of affected singularity; it does not appear that any
one scrupled it, except Mordecai; and yet his refusal
was pious, conscientious, and pleasing to God, for the
religion of a Jew forbade him, 1. To give such ex-
travagant honours as were required, to any morta
man, es[)ecially so wicked a man as Haman was
In the aj)ocryphal chapters of this book, {ch. IT

12>«14.) Mordecai is brought in, tlius appealing to

God in this matter; Thou knowest. Lord, that it

was ncithtr in cmitewfit nor [tridf, nor for ami de
sire ofglory, that I did not bow dovjn to firoud Ha
man, for I could have been content with good 7;'/;.,

for the salvation of Israel, to kiss the soles of his

feet; but I did this, thai I might not pr(fr the glory

of man above the glo-ry of God, neither will I wor-
ship any but thee. 2. He especially thought it a

piece of injustice to his nation, to give such honoui'

to an Amalekite, one of th.t devoted nation with
whom God had sworn that he would have perpetual
war, (Exod. 17. 16.) and concerning which he h;'.d

given that solemn charge, (Ueut. 25. 17.) J-!emejn

ber what jimalek did. TlKU^h religion does by no
riicans destroy good manners, but teaches us to

render honour to whom honour is due, vet it is the
character of a citizen of Zion, that not onW in hw
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heart, but in his eyes, such a vile person as Human
was, is contemned, Ps. 15, 4. Let those who are

i;:overned by principles of conscience, be steady and
resolute, however censured or threatened, as Mor-
decai was.

III. Haman meditating revenge. Some that hoped
thereby to curry favour with Haman, took notice to

him of Mordecai's rudeness, waiting to see whether
he would bend or break, v. 4. Haman then observ-

ed it himself, and wasfull ofwrath, v. 5. A meek
and humble man would have slighted the affront,

and have said, "Let him have his humour; what
am I the worse for it!" But it makes Haman's
proud spirit rage, and fret, and boil, within him, so

that he becomes uneasy to himself and all about

him. It is soon resoh ed tliat Mordecai must die.

The head must off, .that will not bow to Haman; if

he cannot have his honours, he will have his blood.

It is as penal, in this court, not to worship Ham;m,
as it was, in Nebuchadnezzar's, not to worsiiip the

golden image which he had set up. Mordecai is

a person of quality, in a post of honour, and own
cousin to the queen; and yet H;iman thinks his life

nothing towards a satisfaction for the affront, thcu-

siuids of innocent and valuable lives must be Sacri-

ficed to his indignation; and therefore he vows the

destruction of all the people of Mordecai, for his

sake, because his being a Jew, was the reason why
he did not reverence Haman. Herein appears

Haman's intolerable pride, insatiable cruelty, and
the ancient antipathy of an Amalekite to the Israel

of God. Saul the son of Kish, a Benjamite, spared

Agag, but Mordecai the son of Kish, a Benjamite,

{ch. 2. 5.) shiU find no mercy with this Agagite,

whose design is, to destroy all the Jews throughout

the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, {y. 6.) which, I

suppose, would include those that were returned to

their own land, for that was now a province of his

kingdom. Come and let us cut them offfrom be-

ing a nation, Ps. 83. 4. Nero's barbarous wish is

his, that they had all but one neck.

7. In the first month, (that is the month

Nisan,) in the twelfth year of king Ahasue-

rus, they cast Pur, that w, the lot, before

Haman, from day to day, and from month

to month, to the twelfth month, that is the

month Adar. 8. And Haman said unto

king Ahasuems, There is a certain people

scattered abroad and dispersed among the

people in all the provinces of thy kingdom

;

and their laws are diverse from all people,

neither keep they the king's laws, therefore

it is not for the king's profit to suffer them.

9. If it please the king, let it be written that

they may be destroyed ; and I will pay ten

thousand talents of silver to the hands of

those that have the charge of the business,

to bring it into the king's treasuries. 10.

And the king took his ring from his hand,

and gave it unto Haman the son of Ham-
medatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. 1 1

.

And the king said unto Haman, The silver

is given to thee, the people also, to do with

ihem as it seemeth good to thee. 12. Then
were the king's scribes called on the thirteen th

day of the first month, and there was written

according to all that Haman had command-
o\\ imto the king's lieutenants, and to the

governors that were over every province,

and to the rulers of every people of every

province, according to the writing thereof,

and to every people after their language ; in

the name of king Ahasuerus was it written,

and sealed with the king's ring. 13. And
the letters were sent by posts into all the

king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to

cause to perish all Jews, both young and
old, little children and women, in one day,

even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, which is the month Adar, and to take

the spoil of them for a prey. 14. The copy
of the writing, for a commandment to be
given in every province, was published unto

all people, that they should be ready against

that day. 15. The posts went out, being

hastened by the king's commandment; and
the decree was given in Shushan the palace

And the king and Haman sat down to drink

;

but the city Shushan was perplexed.

?Iaman values himself upon that bold and daring
thought, wliich, he fancied, well became his great

spirit, of destroying all the Jews; an undertaking
worthy of its author, and which, he J)romi&ed him-
self, would perpetuate his memory. He doubts not

but to find desperate and bloody hands enrugh to

cut all their throats, if the king would but give him
leave; how he obtained leave, and commission to do
it, we are here told. He had the king's ear, let

him alone to manage him.
I. He makes a false and malicious representation

of the Jews, and their character, to the king, v. 8.

The enemies of God's people could not give them
such bad treatment as they do, if they did not first

give them a bad name. He would have the king
believe, 1. That the Jews were a despicable people,

and that it was not for his credit, to harbour them.
A certain people there is, without name, as if nobody
knew whence they came, and what they were;
"They are not incorporated, but scattered abroad
and dispersed in all the provinces as fugitives and
vagabonds on the earth, and inmates in all countries,

the burthen and scandal of the places wliere they
live." 2. That tliey were a dangerous people, and
that it was not safe to harbour them. " They have
laws and usages of their own, and conform not to

the statutes of the kingdom, and the customs of the
country; and therefore may be looked upon as dis-

affected to the government, and likely to infect

others with their singularities, which may end in a
rebellion. " It is no new thing for the best of men
to have such invidious characters as these, given of

them; if it be no sin to kill them, it is no sin to belie

them.
II. He bids high for leave to destroy them all, v.

9. He knew there were many that hated the Jews,

and would willingly fall upon them, if they might
but have a commission: " Let it be written there-

fore, that they may be destroyed; give but orders

for a general massacre of all the Jews, and Haman
will undertake it shall be easily done;" if the king

will gratify him in this matter, he will make him a

present oi ten thousand talents, which shall he paid
into the king's treasuries. This, he thought, would
be a powerful inducement to the king to consent,

and would obviate the strongest objection against

him, which was, that the government must needs

sustain loss in its revenues, by the destruction ( f so

many of its subjects; so great a sum, he h('])e(!,

would be equivalent for that. Proud and milicious
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men will not mind the expenses of their revenge,

nor spare any cost to gratify it; yet, no doubt, Ha-
man knew how to reimburse himself cut of the spoil

of the Jews, which his janizaries were to seize for

him, {v. 13.) and to make them bear the charges

of their own ruin; while he himself hoped to be not

only a sa\ er, but a gainer by the bargain.

III. He obtains what he desired, a full commis-
sion to do what he would, with the Jews, v. 10, 11.

The king was so inattentive to business, and so be-

witched with Haman, that he took no time to ex-

amine the truth of his allegations; but was as willing

as Haman could wish, to believe the worst concern-

ing the Jews, and therefore he gave them up into

his hands, as lambs to the lion; The ficople are

ehine, do unto them as scemeth good unto thee; he
docs not say, '• Kill them, slay them," (hoping Ha-
man's own cooler thoughts w( uld abate the rigour

of that sentence, and induce him to sell them for

slaves) but " Do what thou wilt with them." And
so little did he consider how much he should lose in

his tribute, and liow much Haman would gain in

the spoil, that he gave him withal the ten thousand
talents; The silver is thine. Such an implicit con-

fidence likewise he had in Haman, and so perfectly

had he abandoned all care of his kingdom, that he
gave Haman his ring, his privy-seal, or sign-man-
ual, wherewith to ccnfirm whatever edict he pleas-

ed to draw up to this pui-pose. Miserable is the
kingdom that is at the disposal of such a head as

this, which has one ear only, and a nose to be led

by, but neither eyes nor brains, nor scarcely a
tongue of its own.

IV. He then consults with his soothsayers to find

out a lucky day for the designed massacre, v. 7.

The resolve was taken up in the first month, in the
twelfth year of the king, when Esther had been his

wife about five years; some day or other in that

year must be pitched upon; and, as if he doubted
not but that Heaven would favour his design, and
further it, he refers it to the lot, that is, to the Di-
vine Providence, to choose the day for him; but
that, in the decision, proved a better friend to the
Jews than to him; for the lot fell upon the twelfth
month, so that Mordecai and Esther had eleven
months to turn them in, for the defeating of the de-
sign; or, ifthey could not, space would be left for the
Jews to make their escape, and shift for their safe-

ty. Haman, though eager to have the Jews cut
off, yet will submit to the laws of his superstition,

and not anticipate the supposed fortunate dav, no,

not to gratify his impatient revenge. Probably, he
was in some fear lest the Jews should prove too

hard for their enemies; and therefore durst not
venture on such a hazardous enterprise, but under
the smiles of a good omen. This may shame us,

who often acquiesce not in the directions and dispo-
sals of Providence, when they cross our desires and
intentions. He that believeth the lot, much more
that believeth the promise, will not make haste.

But see how God's wisdom serves its own purposes
by men's folly: Haman has appealed to the lot, and
to the lot he shall go, which, by adjourning the
execution, gives judgment against him, and breaks
the neck of the plot. .

V. The blooay edict is, hereupon, drawn up,

signed, and published, giving orders to the militia

of every province to be ready against the thirteenth

day of the twelfth month, and on that day, to mur-
der all the Jews, men, women, and children, and
seize their eflFects, v. 12» • 14. Had the decree been
to banish all the Jews, and expel them out of the
king's dominions, it had been severe enough; but
surely never any act of cruelty appeared so bare-
faced as this, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to

/lerish, all the Jews; appointing them as sheefi for
the slaughter, without showing any cause. No

crime is laid to their charge; it is not pretended

that they wereobnoxious to the public justice, nor

is any condition offered, upon performance of which,

they might ha\e their lives spared, but die thev

must, without mercy. Thus have the church s

enemies thirsted after blood, the blood of the saints

and the martyrs of Jesus, and drunk of it till they

have been perfectly intoxicated, (Rev. 17. 6.) yet

still, like the horse leech, they cry. Give, give. This
cruel order is ratified with the king's seal, directed

to the king's lieutenants, and drawn up in the king's

name, and yet the king knows not what he does.

Posts are sent out, with all expedition, to carry

copies of the decree to the respective provincs, v.

15. See how restless the malice of the church's

enemies is; it will spare no pains, it will lose no
time.

VI. The different temper of the court and city,

hereupon. 1. The court was very merry upon it;

the king and Haman sat down to drink, perhaps to

drink confusion to all the Jews. Haman was afraid,

lest the king's conscience should smite him for what
he had done, and he should begin to wish it undone
again; to prevent which, he engrossed him to him-
self, and kept him drinking: this cursed method
many take to drown their convictions, and harden
their own hearts, and the liearts of others, in sin.

2. The city was \ ery sad upon it, (and the other

cities of the kingdom, no doubt, when they had
notice of it,) the city Shushan was perplexed; not

only the Jews themsehes, hut all their neighbours

that had any principles ofjustice or compassion. It

grieved them to see their king so abused, to see

wickedness in the place ofjudgment, (Eccl. 3. 16.)

to see men that lived peaceably, treated so barba-

rously; and what would be the consequences of it to

themselves, they knew not. But the king and Ha-
man cared for none of these things. Note, It is an

absurd and impious thing to indulge ourselves in

mirth and pleasure, when the church is in distress,

and the public perplexed.

CHAP. IV.

We left. God's Isaac bound upon the altar, and ready to be

sacrificed, and the enemies triumphing in the prospect of

it; but things here begin to work towards a deliverance,

and thev begin at the right end. I. The Jews' friends

lay to heart the danger, and lament it^ v. 1 . . 4. II.

Matters are concerted between Mordecai and Esther for

the preventing of it. 1. Esther inquires into this case,

and receives a particular account of it, v. 5 . . 7. 2.

Mordecai urges her to intercede wilh the king for a re-

vocation of the edict, v. 8, 9. III. Esther objected the

danger of addressing the king uncalled, v. 10. .12. IV.

Mordecai pressed her to venture, v. 13, 14. V. Esther,

after a religious fast of three days, promised to do so; (v.

15 . . 17.) and we shall find that it sped well.

1. ^"JKT'HEN Mordecai perceived all that

T was done, Mordecai rent his

clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes

and went out into the midst of the city, and

cried with a loud and a bitter cry; 2.

And came even before the king's gate: for

none might enter into the king's gate cloth-

ed with sackcloth. 3. And in every pro-

vince, whithersoever the king's command-
ment and his decree came, there was great

mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and

weeping and wailing: and many lay in

sackcloth and ashes. 4. So Esther's maids

and her chamberlains came and told zV her

Then was the queen exceedingly grieved
,

and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai,
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and to tnke away the sackcloth from him :

but he received it not.

Here we have an account of the general soitow
that was among the Jews, upon the publishing of

Hainan's bloody edict against them. It was a sad

time with the church.
1. Mordecai cried bitterly, rent his clothes, and

put on aackcloth, v. 1, 2. He not only thus vented his

grief, but proclaimed it,that all might take notice of

it that he was not ashamed to own himself a friend to

the Jews, and a fellow- sufferer with them, their

brother and comfianion in tribulation, how despica-

ble and how odious soever they were now repre-

sented by Haman's faction. It was bravely done,

thus publicly to espouse what he knew to be a

righteous cause, and the cause of God, even then
when it seemed a desperate and sinking cause.

Mordecai l.iid the danger to heart more than any,

oecause he knew that Haman's spite was against

him primarily, and that it was for his sake that the

rest of the Jews were struck at; and therefore,

tliough he did not repent of what some would call

his obstinacy, for he persisted in it, {ch. 5. 9.) yet

it troubled him greatly, that his people should suf-

fer for his scruples, which perhaps occasioned some
of them to reflect upon him as too precise. But,

being able to appeal to God, that what he did, he
did from a principle of conscience, he could with
comfort commit his own cause, and that of Ills peo-

ple, to him. that jud^eth righteously. God will

keep those that are exposed by the tenderness of

their consciences. Notice is here taken of a law,

that none might enter into the king's gate clothed

ivith sackcloth; though the arbitrary power of their

kings often, as now, set many a mourning, yet none
must come near the king in a mourning dress, be-
cause he was not willing to hear the complaints of

such. Nothing, but what was gay and pleasant,

must appear at court, and every thing that was
melancholy, must be banished thence; all in king's

palaces ivear soft clothing, (Matt. 11. 8.) not sack-

cloth. But thus to keep out the badges of sorrow,

unless they could withal have kept out the causes
of sorrow, to forbid sackcloth to enter, unless they
could have forbidden sickness and trouble, and
death, to enter, was a jest. However, this obliged

Mordecai to keep his distance, and only to come
before the gate, not to take his place in the gate.

2. All the Jews in every pro\ ince laid it much to

heart, v. 3. They denied themselves the comfort
of their tables, (for they fasted and mingled tears

with their meat and drink,) and the comfort of their

beds at night, for they lay in sackcloth and ashes.

They who, for want of confidence in God, and af-

fection to their own land, had staid in the land of

their captivity, when Cyrus gave them liberty to

be gone, now, perhaps repented their folly, and
wished,when it was toolate.that they had complied
with the call of God.
Esther the queen, upon a general intimation of

the ' trouble Mordecai was in, nvas exceedingly
grieved, v. 4. Mordecai's grief was her's, such a

respect did she still retain for him; and the Jews'
danger was her distress; for, though a queen, she
forgat not her relation to them. Let not the greatest

think it below them to grieve for the affliction of
Josefih, though they themselves be anointed with
the chief ointments, Amos 6. 6. Esther sent change
of raiment to Mordecai, the oil ofjoy for mourning,
and the garments of firaise for the spirit of heavi-
ness; but, because he would make her sensible of

the greatness of his grief, and consequently of the
cause of it, he received it not, but was as one that

refused to be comforted.

5 Then called Esther for Hatach, one

of the king's chamberlains, whom he had
appointed to attend upon her, and gave him
a commandment to Mordecai, to know
what it was., and why it was. 6. So Hatach
went forth to Mordecai unto the street of

the city, which was before the king's gate

:

7. And Mordecai told him of all that had
happened unto him, and of the sum of the

money that Haman had promised to pay to

the king's treasuries for the Jews, to destroy

them : 8. Also he gave him the copy of

the writing of the decree that was given at

Shushan to destroy them, to show ii unto
Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to

charge her that she should go in unto the

king, to make supplication unto him, and
to make request before him for her people.

9. And Hatach came and told Esther the

words of Mordecai; 10. Again Esther
spake unto Hatach, and gave him com-
mandment unto Mordecai; 11. All the

king's servants, and the people of the king's

provinces, do know, that whosoever, whe-
ther man or woman, shall come unto the

king into the inner court, who is not called,

there is one law of his to put him to death,

except such to whom the king shall hold

out the golden sceptre, that he may live

:

but I have not been called to come in unto

the king these thirty days. 12. And they

told to Mordecai Esther's words. 13.

Then Mordecai commanded to answer
Esther, Think not with thyself that thou

shalt escape in the king's house more than

all the Jews. 14. For if thou altogether

boldest thy peace at this time, then shall

there enlargement and deliverance arise to

the Jews from another place ; but thou and
thy father's house shall be destioyed: and
who knoweth whether thou art come to the

kingdom for such a time as this ? 1 5. Then
Esther bade them return Mordecai this

answer; 16. Go, gather together all the

Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast

ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three

days, night or day : I also and my maidens
will fast likewise ; and so will I go in unto

the king, which is not according to the law ;

and if I perish, I perish. 1 7. So Mordecai
went his way, and did according to all that

Esther had commanded him.

So strictly did the laws of Persia confine the

wives, especially the king's wives, that it was not

possible for Mordecai to have a conference with

Esther about tliis important affair, but divers mes-
sages are here carried between them, by Hatach,
whom the king had appointed to attend her, and,

it seems, he was one that she could confide in.

I. She sent to Mordecai to know moie particular-

ly and fully what the trouble was, which he was
now lamenting, (7'. 5.') and why it was that be
would not put off his sackcloth.' To inquire thus
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after news, that we may know the beter Iioav lo

'lirect our griefs and joys, our prayers and praists,

well beconies all that love Sion. If we must weep
with them that weep, we must know why they
weep.

II. Mordecai sent her an authentic account of the
whole matter, with a charge to her to intercede

with the king in this matter. Mordecai told him
all that had hapfiened unto him, {y. 7.) what a
pique Haman had against him for not bowing to

him, and by what arts he had procured this edict;

he sent her also a true copy of the edict, that she
might see what imminent danger she and her peo-
ple were in; and charged her, if she had any respect
for him, or any kindness for the Jewish nation, that

she should appear now on their behalf, rectify the

mis-informations with which the king was imposed
upon, and set the matter in a true light, not doubt-
ing but that then he would vacate the decree.

III. She sent her case to Mordecai, that she could
not, without peril of her life, address the king, and
that therefore he put a great hardship upon lier, in

urging her to it; gladly would she wait, gladly

would she stoop, to do the Jews a kindness, but if

she must run the hazard of being put to death as a

malefactor, she might well say, / firay thee, have
me eoccused, and find out some other intercessor.

1. The law was express, all knew it; that who-
soever came to the king uncalled, should be put to

death, unless he was pleased to hold out the golden
acefitre to them, and it was extremely doubtful

whether she should find him in so good a humour,
V. 11. This law was made, not so much in pru-
dence, for the greater safety of the king's person,

as in pride, that, being seldom seen, and not with-
out great difficulty, he might be adored as a little

god. A foolish law it was, for, (1.) It made the
kings themselves unhappy, confining them to their

retirements, lest they should be seen. This made
the royal palace little better than a royal prison,

and the kmgs themselves could not but become
morose, and perhaps melancholy, and so a terror

to others, and a burthen to themselves. Many have
their lives made miserable by theii- own haughti-
ness and ill-nature. (2. ) It was bad for their sub-

jects; for what good had they of a king that they
might never ha\ e liberty to apply to for the redress

of grievances, and appeal to fiom the inferior judges?
It is not thus in the court of the King of kings; to

the footstool of his throne of grace we may, at any
time, come boldly, and may be sure of an answer
of peace to the prayer of faith. We are welcome,
not only into the inner court, but cn en into the ho-
liest, through the blood of Jesus. (3.) It was par-
ticularly very uncomfortable for their wives, that

there was not a proviso in the law to except them,
who were bone of their bone, andJieah of theirJJeah.

But perhaps it was wickedly intended as much
against them as any other, that the kings might the
more freely enjoy their concubines, and Esther
knew it. Miserable was the kingdom, when the
princes framed their laws to serve their lusts.

2. Her case was, at present, very discouraging:

Providence so ordered it, that, just at this jimcture,

she was under a cloud, and the king's affections

cooled toward her, for she had been kefitfrom his

firesence thirty days; that her faith and courage
might be the more tried, and that God's goodness

in the fasour she now found with the king notwith-

standing, might shine the brighter. It is probable
that Haman endeavoured by women, as well as

wine, to divert the king from thinking of what he
had done, and then Esther was neglected, from
whom, no doubt, he did what he could to alienate

the king, knowing her to be averse to him.
IV. Mordecai still insisted upon it, that, whnt-

•i\'er hazard she might run, she must apply lierself

t') .heki^igin this great affair, t-. 13, 14. No ex
(.use w: 1 scr\c, but slie must apj-.ear an advocate it

ihlb cauiie; he suggests to her,

1. That it was her own cause, for that the deci-et

to destroy all the Jeivs, did net except her: '* Thmk
not therefore that thou shalt escape in the king\^
house, that the palace v/ill be thy protection, and
the crown save thy head: no, thou art a Jew, and
if the rest be cut off, thou wilt be cut off too." It

was certainly her wisdom rather to expose herself
to a conditional death from her husband, than to a
certain death from her enemy.

2. That it was a cause which, one way or other,
would certainly be carried, and which therefore
she might safely venture in. " If thou shouldest
decline the service, enlarge?nent and deliverance
ivill arise to the Jeivs from another place." This
was tlie language of a strong faith, which staggered
not at the promise when the danger was most
threatening, but against hope bcliei'ed in hope.
Instr'-.ments may fail, but God's covenant will not.

3 That if she deserted her friends now, through
cowardice and unbelief, she would have reas(jn to

fear that some judgment from heaven would be the
ruin of her and her family; " Thou and thy fa-
ther's house shall be destroyed, when the rest of the
families of the Jews shall be preserved." He that
by sinful shifts will save his life, and cannot find in

his heart to trust God with it in the way of duty,
shall lose it in the way of sin.

4. That Divine Providence had an eye to this, in

bringing her to be queen, ' Who knows ivhether
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?" And therefore, (1.) "Thou art bound in

gi'atitude to do this service for God and his church,
else thou dost not answer the end of thine eleva-
tion." (2. ) •' Thou needest not fear miscarrying in

the enterprise; if God designed thee for it, lie will

bear thee out, and give thee success." Now, [1.]
It ;ippeared, by the event, that she did come to the
kingdom that she might be an instrument of the
Jews' deliverance, so that Mordecai was right in his

conjecture. Because the Lord loved his people,
therefore he made Esther queen. There is a wise
counsel and design in all the providences of God,
which is unknown to us till it is accomplished, but
it will prove, in the issue, that they are all intended
for, and centre in, the good of the church. [2.]
The probability of this was a good reason why she
should now bestir herself, and do her utmost for

her people. We should eveiy one of us consider
for what end God has put us in the place where
we are, and study to answer that end: and when
any particular opportunity of ser\ ing God and our
generation offers itself, we must take care that we
do not let it slip; for we are intrusted with it, that

we might improve it.

These things Mordecai urges to Esther, and
some of the Jewish writers, who are fruitful of inven-

tion, add another thing which had happened to him,
{x'. 7.) which he desired she might be told; "that,
going home the night before, .in great heaviness,

upon the notice of Haman's plot, he met three
Jewish children coming from school, of whom he
inquired what they had learned that day; one of

them told him his lesson was, (Prov. 3. 25, 26.)

Be not afraid of sudden fear; the second told him
his was, (Isa. 8. 10.) Take counsel together, and it

shall come to nought; the third told him his was,
(Isa. 46. 4. ) / have made, and I nvill hear, even 1
ivill carry, and ivill deliver you. " O the goodness
of God," says Mordecai, " who out of the mouth of

babes and sucklings ordains strength !"

V. Esther, hereupon, resolves, whatever it cost

her, to apply herself to the king, but not till she
and her friends had first applied themselves to God.
Let them first by fasting and prayer obtain God's
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favour, and then she shfuild hope to find favour with
the king, V. 15, 16. She speaks here,

1. With the piety and devotion that became an
Israehte; she had her eye up unto God, in whose
hand the hearts of kings are, and on whom she de-

pended to incline this king's heart toward her. She
went in peril of her life, but would think herself

safe, and would be easy, when she had committed
the keeping of her soul to God, and had put herself

under his protection. She believed that God's fa-

vour was to be obtained by prayer, that his people
are a praying-people, and he a prayer-heanng
God. She knew it was the practice of good people,

in Extraordinary cases, to join fasting with prayer,

and many of them to join together in both. She
therefore, (1.) Desired that Mordecai would di-

rect the Jews that were in Shushan, to sanctify a
fast and call a solemn assembly, to meet in the re-

spective synagogues to which they belonged, and to

pray for her, aud to keep a solemn fast, abstaining

from all set meals and all pleasant food, for three
days, and, as much as possible, from all food, in

token of their humiliation for sin, and in a sense of

their unworthiness of God's mercies. Those know
not liow to value the divine favours, who grudge
thus much labour, and self-denial, in the pursuit of

it. (2.) She promised that she and her family
would sanctify this fast in her apartment of the
palace, for she might not come to their assemblies;
her maids were either Jews, or so far proselytes,

that they joined with her in her fasting and pray-
ing. Here is a good example of a mistress praying
with her maids, and it is worthy to be imitated.

Observe also. That those who are confined to pri-

vacy, may join their prayers with those of the
solemn assemblies of God's people; they that are
absent in body, may be present in spirit. Those
•vho desire, and have, the prayers of others for

them, must not think that that will excuse them
from praying for themselves.

2. With the courage and resolution that became
a queen; " When we have sought God in this mat-
ter, / ivill go in unto the king to intercede for my
people; / know it is not according to the king's law,
but it is according to God's law; and therefore,

whatever conies of it, I will venture, and not count
my life dear to me, so that I may serve God and his

church, and if I fierish, I fierish, I cannot lose my
life in a better cause. Better do my duty, and die

for my people, than shrink from my dutv, and die

with them:" she reasons as the lepers, (2 Kings 7.

4.) " If I sit still, I die; if I venture, 1 may live,

and be the life of my people: if the worst come to

the worst," as we say, " / shall but die.'* Nothing
venture, nothing win. She said not this in despair or
passion, but in a holy resolution to do her duty, and
trust God with the issue: welcome his holy will. In
the apocryphal part of this book, (ch. 13. and 14.)

we have Mordecai's prayer and Esther's, upon this

occasion, and both of them very particular and
pertinent. In the sequel of the story, we shall find

that God said not to this seed of Jacob, Seek ye me
in vain.

CHAP. V.
The last news we had of Haman, left him in his cups,

ch. 3. 15. Our last- news of queen Esther left her in

tears, fasting and praying. Now this chapter brings in,

I. Esther in her joys; smiled upon by the kincr, and
honoured with his company at her banquet of wine, v.

1 . . 8. H. Haman upon the fret, because he had not
Mordecai's reverent salutation, and with great indigna-
tion setting up a gallows for him, v. 9 . . 14. Thus they
that sow in tears, shall reap in joy, but the triumphing
of the wicked is short.

I.^^OW it came to pass on the third day
J3I that Esther put on her royal ap-

parel, and stood in the inner court of the
king's house, over against the king's house

:

and the king sat upon his royal throne in

the royal house, over against the gate of the
house. 2. And it was so, when the king
saw Esther the queen standing in the court,

that she obtained favour in his sight : and the
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre
that was in his hand. So Esther drew near,

and touched the top of the sceptre. 3. Then
said the king unto her, What wilt thou,

queen Esther ? and what is thy request ? it

shall be even given thee to the half of the
kingdom. 4. And Esther answered, If it

seem good unto the king, let the king and
Haman come this day unto the banquet
that I have prepared for him. 5. Then the
king said. Cause Haman to make haste,

that he may do as Esther hath said. So the
king and Haman came to the banquet that

Esther had prepared. 6. And the king
said unto Esther at the banquet of wine.
What is thy petition ? and it shall be
granted thee: and what is thy request?
even to the half of the kingdom it shall be
performed. 7. Then answered Esther, and
said, My petition and my request is ; 8. If I

have found favour in the sight of the king,

and if it please the king to grant my peti-

tion, and to pertorm my request, let the

king and Haman come to the banquet that

I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-

morrow as the king hath said.

Here is,

I. Esther's bold approach to the king, v. 1.

When the time appointed for their fast, was finish-

ed, she lost no time, but, on the third day, when
the impressions of her devotions were fresh upon
her spirit, she addressed the king. When the heart
is enlarged in communion with God, it will be im-
boldened in doing and suffering for him. Some
think that the three days' fast was only one whole
day, and two whole nights, in all which time they
did not take any food at all, and that this is called
three days, as Christ's lying in the grave so long is.

This exposition is favoured by the consideration,

that on the third day the queen made her appear-
ance at court. Resolutions which have difficulties

and dangers to break through, she uld be pursued
without delay, lest they cool and slacken : IVhat
thou doest, which must be done boldly, do it (quick-

ly. Now she /lut on her royal afiparel, that she
might the better recommend herself to the king,
and lay aside her fast-day clothes. She j)ut on her
fine clothes, not to please herself, but her husband;
in hei" praver, as we find it in the Apocrypha,
Esther, (14. 16.) she thus appeals to God, Thou
knowrst. Lord, I abhor the sign of my high estate,

which is upon nnj head, in the days wherein I show
myself, isfc. Let those whose rank obliges them
to wear rich clothes, learn hence to be dead tc

them, and not make them their adorning. She
stood in the inner court over against the king, ex-

pecting her doom, between hope and fear.

II. The favourable reception which the king
gave her. When he saw her, she obtainedfavour
in hia sight. The apocryphal author and Josephus
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say that she took two maids with her, on one of
wh(jm she leaned, while the other bore up her
train; that her countenance was cheerful and very
amiable, but her heart was in anguish; that the
king, lifting up his countenance that shone with
majesty, at first, looked very fiercely upon her;
whereupon, she grew pale, and fainted, and bowed
herself on the head of the maid that went by her;
but that then God changed the spirit of the king,

and, in a fear, he leaped from his throne, took her
in his arms till she came to herself, and comforted
her witli loving words; here we are only told,

1. That he protected her from the law, and as-

sured her of safety, by holding out to her the eolden
sceptre, {y. 2.) which she thankfully touched (he

tofi of, thereby presenting herself to him as a hum-
ble petitioner. Thus having had power with God
and prevailed, like Jacob, she had power with men
too. He that mill lose his life for God, shall save it,

orfind it in a better life.

2. That he encouraged her address; {y. 3.)

What wilt thou, queen Esther, and -what is thy re-

guest? So far was he from counting her an offender,

that he seemed glad to see her, and desirous to

oblige her. He that had divorced one wife for not

coming when she was sent for, would not be se\ ere
to another for coming when she was not sent for.

God can turn the hearts of men, of great men, of

those that act most arbitrarily, which way he
pleases toward us. Esther feared that she should
perish, but is promised that she shall have what
she asks for, though it were the halfof the kingdom.
Note, God in his providence often prevents the
fears, and outdoes the hopes, of his people, espe-

cially when they venture in his cause. Let us from
this stnry infer, as our Saviour does from the para-
ble of the unjust judge, an encouragement to firay
always to our God, and not faint, Luke 18. 6- -8.

Hear what this haughty king says, ( What is thy

fietition, and what is thy request? It shall be grant-
ed thee,) and say, shall not God hear and answer the
prayers of his own elect, that cry day and night to

him? Esther came to a proud ilnperious man, we
come to the God of love and grace; she was not
called, we are; the Spirit says. Come, and the
bride says. Come. She had a law against her, we
have a promise, many a promise, in favour of us,

Ask, and it shall be given you. She had no friend

to introduce her, or intercede for her, on the con-

trary, he that was then the king's favourite, was
her enemy; but we have an Advocate with the
Father, in whom he is well pleased. Let us there-

fore come boldly to the thro?ie ofgrace.
3. That all the request she had to make to him,

at this time, was, that he would please to come to a

banquet which she had prepared for him, and bring

Haman along with him, v. 4, 5. Hereby, (1.) She
would intimate to him, how much she valued his

favour and company. Whatever she had to ask,

that she desired above any thing, and would pur-
chase at any rate. (2.) She would try how he
stood affected to her; for if he should refuse this, it

would be to no purpose, as yet, to present her other

request. (3.) She would endeavour to bring him
into a pleasant humour, and soften his spirit, that

he might with the more tenderness receive the

impressions of the complaint she had to make to

him. (4.) She would please him, by making court

to Haman his favourite, and inviting him to come,
whose company she knew he loved, and whom she
desired to have present when she made her com-
plaint, for she would say nothing of him, but what
she durst say to his face. (5. ) She hoped, at the

banquet of wine, to have a fairer and more favour-

able opportunity of presenting her petition. Wis-
dom is profitable to direct how to manage some
men that are hard to deal with.

Vol. II.-5 Y

4. That he readily came, and ordered Haman to

come along with him, (zk 5.) which was an indica-

tion of the kindness he still retained fiir her; if he
really designed the destruction of her and her peo-
ple, he would not have accepted of her banquet.
There he renewed his kind inquiry, ( Jl^hat is thy
fietition?) and his generous promise, that it should
be granted, even to the halj of the kingdom, {v. 6.)
a proverbial expression, by which he assured hej-,

that he would denv her nothing in reason. Hero<l
used it, Mark 6. 23.

5. That then Esther thought fit to ask no more
than a promise that he would please to accept of
another treat, the next day, in her apartment, and
Haman with liim, {v. 7, 8.) intimating to him, that
then she would let him know what the business was.
This adjourning of the main petition may be attri-

buted, (1.) To Esther's prudence; thus she hoped
yet further to win upon him, and ingratiate herself
with him. Perhaps her heart failed iier now, when
she was going to make her request, and she desired
to take some further time for prayer, that God
would give her a mouth and wisdom. The putting
it off thus, it is likely, she knew would be well taken
as an expression of the great reverence slie had for
the king, and her unwillingness to be too pressing
upon him. What is hastily asked, is often hastily
denied; but what is asked with a pause, deserves
to be considered. ^2.) To God's providence, put-
ting it into Esther s heart to delay her petition a
day longer, she knew not why, but God did, that
what was to liappen in the night betwixt this and
to-morrow; might further her design, and make
way for her success; that Haman might arrive at
the highest pitch of malice against Mxirdecai, and
might begin tofall before him. The Jews perhaps
blamed Esther as dilatory, and some of them begaji
to suspect her sincerity, or, at least, her zeal; but
the event disproved their jealousy, and all was for
the best.

9. Then went Haman forth that day
joyful and with a glad heart: but when
Hainan saw Mordecai in the kind's gate,

that he stood not up, nor moved for him,

he was full of indignation against Morde-
cai. 10. Nevertheless, Haman refrained

himself: and when he came home, he sent

and called for his friends, and Zeresh his

wife. 11. And Haman told them of the

glory of his riches, and the multitude of his

children, and all the things wherein the

king had promoted him, and how he had
advanced him above the princes and ser-

vants of the king. 12. Haman said more-
over. Yea, Esther the queen did let no man
come in with the king unto the banquet
that she had prepared but myself; and to-

morrow am I invited unto her also with
the king. 13. Yet all this availeth me
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king's gate. 14. Then said

Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him,

Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high,

and to-morrow speak thou unto the king
that Mordecai may be hanged thereon:

then go thou in merrily with the king unto
the banquet. And the thing pleased Ha-
man ; and he caused the gallows to be made



906 ESTHER, VI.

This account here given of Haman, is a comment
upon that of Solomon, (Prov. 21. 24.) Proud and
haughty scorner is his name, that deals in firoud
•wrath; never did any man more answer that name
than Haman here, in whom pride and wrath have
so much the ascendant. See him,

I. Puffed up with the honour of being invited to

Esthei-'s feast. He wasjoyfuland glad at heart at

it, V. 9. Observe with what a high gust he speaks
of it, {v. 12.) how he values himself upon it, and
how near he thinks it brings him to the perfection

of felicity, that Esther the queen did let no man
come with the king to the banquet, but his mighty
self, and he thought it was because she was ex-
ceedingly charmed with his conversation, that the
next d '.y she had invited him also to come with the

king; none so fit as he to bear the king company.
Note, Self-admirers and self-flatterers are really

self-deceivers. Haman pleased himself witli the
fancy that the queen, by this repeated invitation,

designed to honour him, whereas really she de-
signed to accuse him, and, in calling him to the
banquet, did but call him to the bar. What mag-
nifying glasses do proud men look at their faces in!

And how does the firide of their heart deceive

themi Obad. 3.

n. Vexing and fretting at the slight that Morde-
cai put upon him, and thereby made uneasy to him-
self, and to all about him. 1. Mordecai was as

determined as ever; he stood not ufi, nor movedfor
him, V. 9. What he did, was from a principle rf

conscience, and therefore he persevered in it, and
would not cringe to Haman, no not when he had
reason to fear him, and Esther herself compli-
mented him. He knew God could and would
deliver him and his people from the rage of

Haman, without any such mean and sneaking
expedients to mollify him. They that walk in

holy sincerity, may walk in holy security, and go
on in their work, not fearing what man can do unto
them. He that walks ufirightly, walks surely.

2. Haman can as ill bear it as ever; nay, the higher
he is lifted up, the more impatient is he of con-
tempt, and the more enraged at it. (1.) It made
his own spirit restless, and put him into a grievous
agitation; he was full of indignation, {v. 9.) and
yet refrained himself, v. 10. Gladly would he
have drawn his sword, and run Mordecai through
for affronting him thus, but he hoped shortly to see

him fall with all the Jews; and therefore, with
much ado, prevailed with himself to forbear stab-

bing him. What a struggle had he in his own
bosom between his anger, which required Morde-
cai's death immediately, (0 that I had of hisflesh;
I cannot be satisfied! Job. 31. 31.) and his malice,
which had determined to wait for the general mas-
sacre! TYiW?, thorns and snares are in the way of
the froward. (2.) It made all his enjoyments sap-
less. This little affront which he received from
Mordecai, was the dead fly which spoiled all his

pot of precious ointment; he owned it himself in

the presence of his wife and friends, to the ever-
lasting reproach of a proud and discontented mind,
that he had no comfort in his estate, preferment,
and family, as long as Mordecai lived, and had a

place in the king's gate, v. 10- •13. He took notice

of his own riches and honours, the numerousness
of his family, and the high posts to which he was
advanced, that he was the darling of the prince,

and the idol of the court; and yet all this avails him
nothing, as long as Mordecai is unhanged. Those

.

that are disposed to be uneasy, will ne\er want
something or other to be uneasy at. Such are proud
men, thnt though they have much to their mind, if

they have not all to their mind, it is as nothing to

them. The thousandth part of what Haman had,
woi'.ld serve to make a humble modest man as

much of a happiness as he expects from thisworla;
and yet Haman complains as passionately as if hf
had been sunk into the lowest degree of poveity
and disgrace.

III. Meditating revenge, and assisted therein by
his wife and his friends, v. 14. They saw how
gladly he would dispense with his own resolution,

of deferring the slaughter till the time determined
by the lot, and therefore advise him to take an
earnest and foretaste of the satisfaction he thei.

expected, in the speedy execution of Mordecai; let

him have that to please him at the moment: and,
having, as he thought, made sure the destruction
of all the Jews, at the time appointed, he will not
think scorn, for the present, to lay hands on Mor-
decai alone. 1. For the pleasing of his fancy, they
;idvise him to get a gallows ready, and have it set

up before his own door; that as soon as e\ er lie

covild get the warrant signed, there might be no
delay of the exec\ition, he would not need so much
as to stay the making of the gallows. This is very
agreeable to Haman, who has the gallows made,
and fixed, immediately; it must be fifty cubits high,
or as near that as might be, for the greater dis-

grace ( f Mordecai, and to make him a spectacle to

e\eryrnethat passed by; and it must be before
Haman's door, that all men might take notice it

was to the idol of his revenge that Mordecai was
sacrificed, and that he might feed his eyes with the
sight. 2. For the gaining of his point, they advise
him to go early in the morning to the king, and get
an order from him for the hanging of Mordecai,
which, they dcubted not, would be readily granted
to one who was so much the king's favourite, and
who had so easily obtained an edict for the destruc-
tion of the whole nation of the Jews; there needed
no feigned suggestion, it was enough if he let the
king know that Mordecai, in contempt of the king's
command, refused to reverence him. And now
we leave Haman to go to bed, pleased with the
thoughts of seeing Mordecai hanged the next day,
and then going merrily to the banquet, and not

dreaming of handselling his own gallows.

CHAP. VJ.
It is a very surprising^ scene that opens in this chapter.
Haman, when he hoped to be Mordecai's judfre, waa
made his page, to his preat confusion and mortification;
and thus way was made for the defeat of Haman's plot,

and the deliverance of the Jews, I. The providence of
God recommends Mordecai in the night to the kii)!L''s

favour, V. 1..3. II. Haman, who came to incense the
kin^ against him, is employed as an instrument of the
king's favour to him, v. 4.. 11. III. From this his
friends read him his doom, which is execiifed in the
next chapter, v. 12.. 14. And now it appears, that
Esther's intercession for her people was happily ad-
journed, De die in diem—From day lo day.

1. ^^N that night could not the kinja; sleep:

\^ and he commanded to bring the

book of records of the Chronicles ; and they

were read before the king. 2. And it was
foimd written, that Mordecai had told of

Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's

chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who
sought to lay hand on the king Ahasueriis,

3. And the king said. What honour and
dignity hath been done to Mordecai for

this? Theii said the king's servants that

ministered unto him, There is nothing done
for him.

How Satin put it into the heart of Haman to

contrive Mordecai's death, we read in the fore-
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going chapter; how God put it into the heart of the
kin.a; to contrive Mordecai's honour, we are here
told. Now, if the kine's word will prevail above
Haman's, (for though Haman be a great man, the
king in the-throne must be above him,) much more
will the counsel of God stand, whatever dmices
there are in men's hearts: it is to no purpose there-
fore for Haman to oppose it, when both God and
the king will have Mnrdecai honoured, and in this

juncture too, when his preferment, and Haman's
dis ippointment, would help to ripen the great affair

of the Jewish delive-ance, for the effort that

Esther was to make toward it the next day.
Sometimes delay may prove to have been good
conduct. Stay a while, and we may have done the
s'loner: Cunctando restituit rem—He conquered by
delay. Let us trace the steps which Providence
took toward the advancement of Mordecai.

I. On that night could not the king sleefi. His
sUefi fled away, so the word is; and perhaps, like

a siiadow, the more carefully he pursued it, the
further it went from him. Sometimes we c:mnr't

sleep because we fain would sleep. Even after a

hanqiiet of wine, he could not sleep, when Provi-
dence had a design to serve in keeping him waking.
We read of no bodily indisposition he was under,
that might break his sleep, but God, whose gip
slerfi m, withheld it from him. Those that aTe
ever so much resolved to cast away care, cannot
always do it; they find it in their pillows, when
they neither expect nor welcome it. He that com-
nranded 127 provinces, could not command one
hour's sleep. Perhaps the charms of Esther's con-

versation the day before, gave occasion to his heart
t-^ reproach him for neglecting her, and b nishiny;

her his presence, though she was the wife of liis

bos"im, for above thirty days; and that might keep
him waking. An offended conscience can find a

time to speak, when it will be heard.
II. Wiien he could not sleep, he called to have

the Book of records, the Journals of his reign, read
to him, XK 1. Surely he did not design that that

should lull him to sleep, it would rather fill his

head with cares, and drive away slee|); but (iod

out it into his heart to call for them, ratlier than

f '>r music or songs, which the Persian kings used
to be attended with, (Dan. 6. 18.) and which would
ha'e been more likelv tn compose him to rest.

When men do that which is unaccountable, we
know not what God intends by it. Perhaps he
would have this book of business read to him, that

he might improve time, and be forming some use-

ful p''ojects. Had it been king David's case, he
would have found some other entertainment for his

thoughts; when he could not sleep, he would have
remembered God, and meditated upon him; (Ps.

fi.'i. 6.) and if he would have any book read to him,
it would have been his bible; for in that law did he
meditate day and night.

III. The servant that read to him, either lighted

first on that article which concerned Mordecai, or,

reading long, came to it at length. Among other
things, it \vas found written, that Mordecai had
discovered a plot against the life of the king, which
prevented the execution of it, v. 2. Mordecai was
n'^t in such favoiir at court, that the reader should
desie:nedlv pitch upon that place, but Providence
directed him to it; nay if we may believe the Jews'
''•adition, (as Bishop Patrick relates it,) opening
the book at this place, he turned over the leaves,

and would have read another part of the book, but
the leaves flew back again to the same place where
he opened it; so that he was forced to read that

paragraph. How Mordecai's good service was
recorded, we read, ch. 2. 23. and here it is found
upon record.

IV. The king inauired what honour and dignity

had been done to Mordecai for this; suspecting that

[

this .good service had gone unrewarded, and, like

Pharaoh's butler, remembering it as his fault this

day. Gen. 41. 9. Note, The law of gratitude is a
law of nature. We ought particularly tn be grate-
ful to our inferiors, and not to think their services
such debts to us, but that they make us indebted
to them. Two rules of gratitude may be gathered
from the king's inquiry here. 1. Better honour

\ than nothing: if we cannot, or need not make a
recompense to those who have been kind to us, yet

I

let us do them honour, by acknowledging their
kindnesses, and owningour obligations to them. 2.

I

Better late than never. If we have long neglected

I

to make grateful returns for good offices done us,

!

let us, at length, bethink ourselves of our debts.
' V. The servants informed him, that nothing had
been done to Mordecai for that eminent service; in

I

the king's gate he sat before, and there he still sat.

1
Note, 1. It is common for great men to take little

j

notice of their inferiors. 1 he king knew not whe-
I

ther Mordecai was preferred or no, till his servants
informed liim. High spirits take a pride in being
careless and unconcerned about those that ai-e be-

i

low them, and ignorant of their state. The great
God takes cognizance of the meanest of his ser-
vants, knows what dignity is done them, and what
disgrace. 2. Humility, modesty, and self-denial,

though, in God's account, of great price, yet com-
monly hinder men's preferment in the woi Id. Mor-
decai rises no higher than the king's gate, while
pr ud anibitious Haman gets the king's ear and
heart; but though the aspiring rise f st, the humble
stand fast. Honour makes proud men giddv, b\it u/i-

holds the humble in spirit, Prov. 29. 23. 3. Honour
and dignity are rated high in tlie kings' books. He
does not ask, What reward has been given to Mor-
decai? What money.'' What estate? But only,

What honour? A poor thing, and which, if he
had not wherewith to support it, it would be but a
burthen. 4. The greatest merits, and the best
services, are often overlooked, and go unrewarded,
among men: little honour is done to those who best
(leser\ e it, are fittest for it, and w( uld do most
good with it. See Eccl. 9. 14- -16. The acquisi-
tion of wealth and honour are usually a perfect
lottery, in which they that venture least, commonly
carry off the best prize. Nay, 5. Good services
are sometimes so far from being a man's prefer-
ment, that they will not be his protection; Morde-
cai is, at this time, by the king's edict, doomed to

destruction, with all the Jews, though it is owned
that he deserved dignity. Those that faithfully

serve God, need not fear being thus ill paid.

4. And the king said, Who is in the court?

(Now Haman was come into the outward
court of the king's house, to speak unto the

king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that

he had prepared for him.) 5. And the

king's servants said unto him, Behold,

Haman standeth in the court. And the

king said. Let him corne in. 6. So Haman
came in. And the king said unto him,

What shall be done unto the man whom
the king delighteth to honour? (Now Ha-
man thought in his heart. To whom would
the king delight to do honour more than to

myself?) 7. And Haman answered thf;

king, For the man whom the king delight-

eth to honour, 8. Let the royal apparel

be brought which the king nseth to weur
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and fhe horse that the king rldeth upon,

and the cio\vn-i03al which is Sft upon his

liead: 9. And let this apparel and horse

be delivered to the hand of one of the king's

most nol)le princes, that they may array the

man loitlial whom the king delighteth to

lionour, and bring him on horseback through

the street of the city, and proclaim before

him. Thus shall it be done to the man
whom the king delighteth to honour. 10.

Tlien the king said to Haman, Make haste,

and take the apparel and the horse, as thou

hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the

Jew that sitteth at the king's gate : let

nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.

11. Then took Haman the apparel, and
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and
brought him on horseback through the

street of the city, and proclaimed before

him, Thus shall it be done unto the man
whom the king delighteth to honour.

It is now morning, and people begin to stir.

I. Haman is so impatient to get Mordecai hang-
ed, that he comes early to court, to be ready at the
king's levee, before any other business was brought
before him, to get a warrant for his execution, \v.

4.) which he makes sure that he shall have at the
first word. The king would gratify him in a great-

er thing than that; and he could tell the king, that

he was so confident of the justice of his request, and
the king's favour to him in it, that he had got the
gallows ready; one word from the king would com-
plete his satisfaction.

II. The king is so impatient to have Mordecai
honoured, that he sends to know who was in the
court that was fit to be employed in it. Word is

brought him, that Haman is in the court, v, 5. Let
him come in, says the king; the fittest man to be
made use of, both in directing and in dispensing tlie

king's favour; and the king knew nothing of any
quarrel he had with Mordecai. Haman is brought
in immediately, proud of the honour done him, in

being admitted into the king's bed-chamber, as it

should seem, before he was up; for let the king but
,give orders for the dignifying of Mordecai, and lie

will be easy in his mind, and try to sleep. Now
Human tlunks he has the fairest opportunity he
could wish for, to solicit ai.^ainst Mordecai; but the
king's heart is as full as his, and it is fit he should
Sf)eak first.

III. The king asks Haman, how he should ex-
press his favour to one whom he had marked for a
ia\ oiirite. What shall be done to the man whom the

king delighteth to honour? v. 6. Note, It is a good
property in kings, and other superiors, to delight in

bestowing rewards, and not to delight in punishing.
Parents and masters should take a pleasure in com-
mending and encouraging that which is good in

those under their charge.
IV. Haman concludes that he himself was tlie

favourite intended, and therefore prescribes the
highest expressions of honour that could, for once,
be bestowed upon a subject. His proud lieart pre-
sently suggested. To whom wilt the king delight to

do honour more than to myself? " No one deserves
it so well as I," thinks Haman, " nor stands so fair

for it." See how men's pride deceives them. 1.

Haman had a better opinion of his merits than there
was cause for. He thought none so worthy of ho-
nour as himself; it is a foolish thing for us thus to

think ourselves the only deserving persons, or more
deserving than any otlicr. The deceitfulncss of oui
own hearts appears in nothing so much as in the
good conceit we have of ourseh es and our own per-
formances, against whicli we should therefore con-
stantly watch and pray. 2. He had abetter opinion
of his interest than there was reason for. He thought
the king loved and valued no one but himself, but
he was deceived. We should suspect that the
esteem which others profess for us, is not so great
as it seems to be, or as we are sometimes willing to

believe it is, that we may not think too well of our
selves, nor place too much confidence in others.
Now Haman thinks he is carving out honour for

himself, and therefore does it very liberally, v. 8,

9. Nay, he does it presumptuously, prescribing
honours too great to be conferred upon any subject;
That he must be dressed hi the royal robes, wear
the royal crown, and ride the king's own horse; in
short, he must appear in all the pomp and grandeur
of the king himself, only he must not carry the
sceptre, the emblem of power. He must be attend-
ed by one of the king's most noble firinces, who
must be his lacquey, and all the people must be
made to take notice of him, and do him reverence;
for he must ride in state through the streets, and it

must be proclaimed before him, for his honour, and
the encouragement of all to seek the ruler's favour,
Ihus shall it be done to the man whom the king de-
lights to honour, which had the same intention with
that which was proclaimed before Joseph, Bow the

knee; for every good subject will honour those whom
the king delights to honour. And shall not ever)
good christian then honour those whom the King of

icings dehglits to honour, and call the saints which
are on the earth, the excellent ones.

V. The king confounds him with a positive order,
that he should immediately go himself, and put all

this honour upon Mordecai the Jew, v. 10. If the
king had but said, as Haman expected. Thou
art the man, what a fair opportunity would he have
had to do the errand he came on, and to have de-
sired, that, to grace the solemnity of his triumphs,
Mordecai, his sworn enemy, might be hanged at

the same time. But how is he thunder-struck when
the king bids him not order all this to be done, but
to do it himself to Mordecai the Jew, the very man
he haled above all men, and whose ruin he was now
designing! Now, it is to no purpose to think of

moving any thing to the king against Moidecai,
when he is the man whom the king delights to ho-

nour. Solomon says, The heart of the king is un-
searchable, (Prov. 25. 3.) but it is not unchange-
able.

VI. Haman dares not dispute, nor so much as

seem to dislike, the king's order, but with the great-

est regret and reluctancy imaginable, brings it to

Mordecai, who, I suppose, did no more cringe to

Haman now than he had done, valuing his C( unter-
feit respect no more than he had valued his conceal-

ed malice. The apparel is brought, Mordecai is

dressed up, and rides in state through the city, re-

cognized as the king's favourite, v. 11. It is hard
to say which of the two put a greater force upon
himself; proud Haman, in putting this honour ui)on

Mordecai, or humble Mordecai, in accepting it: the
king would have it so, and both must submit. Upon
this account, it was agreeable to Mordecai, as it

was an indication of the king's favour, and gave
hope that Esther would prevail for the reversing of

the edict against the Jews.

12. And Mordecai came again to the

king's gate : but Haman hasted to his house

mourning, and having his head covered. 13.

And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his
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friends every thing that had befallen him.

Then said his wise men and Zeresbhis wife

nnto him, Jf Mordecai he of the seed of the

Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall,

thou shalt not prevail against him, but shalt

surely fall before him. 14. And while they

loere yet talking with him, came the king's

chamberlains, and hasted to bring Haman
unto the banquet that Esther had pre-

pared.

We may here observe,

I. How little Mordecai was puffed up with his

advancement. Hq came again to the king's gale;

(t. 12. ) he returned to his place, and the duty of it

immediately, and minded his business as close as

he had done before. Honour is well bestowed on

those that are not made proud and idle by it, and
will not think themselves above their business.

II. How mucli Haman was cast down with his

disappointment. He could not bear it; to wait upon
any man, especially Mordecai, and at this time,

when he hoped to have seen him hanged, was
enough to break such a proud heart as he had. He
hasted to his house mourning, and having his head
covered, as one tluit looked upon himself sunk, and
in a manner condemned. What harm had it done
him to stoop thus to Mordecai? Was he ever the

worse for it? Was it not what he himself proposed
to be done by one of the /:i?ig's most noble firiTices?

Why then should he grudge to do it himself? But
that will break a proud man's heart, whicli would
not break a humble man's sleep.

III. How his doom was, out of this event, read
him by his wife and his friends; "If Mordecai be,

as they say he is, of the seed of the Jews, before

•whom thou hast begun to fall, though but in a point

of honour, never expect to firevail against him, for

thou shalt surely fall before him," v. 13. Miserable
comforters are they all; they did not ad\ise him to

repent, and ask Mordecai's pardon for his bad de-

sign against him, but foretell his destiny as fatal and
unavoidable. Two things they foresee, 1. Tliat

Haman would be disappointed in his enterprise

against the Jews: " Thou shalt not firevail, to root

out that people; Heaven plainly fights against thee.

"

2. That he himself would be destroyed: Tho7i shalt

surely fall before him. The contest between Mi-
chael and the dragon will not be a drawn battle, no,

Haman must fall before Mordecai. Two tilings

they ground their prognostications upon. (1. ) This
Mordecai is of the seed of the Jews; feeble Jews,
their enemies sometimes called them, but formida-

ble Jews, they sometimes found them. They are

a holy seed, a praying seed, in co\enant with God,
and a seed that the Lord hath all along blessed, and
therefore let not their enemies expect to triumph
over them. (2.) Haman had begun to fall, and
therefore he is certainly a gone man. It has been
observed of great court- favourites, that when once
they have been frowned upon, they have fallen ut-

terly, as fast as they rose; it is true of the church's
enemies that when God begins with them, he will

make an end. As for God, his work is perfect.

IV. How season ibly he was now sent for to the

"banquet that Esther had prepared, v. 14. He
thought it seasonable, in hopes it would revive his

drooping spirits, and save his sinking honour. But,

> eally, it was seasonable, because his spirits being
!3roken by this sore disappointment, he might the

nore easily be run down by. Esther's complaints
gainst him. The wisdom of God is seen in timing

the means of his church's deliverance, so as to ma-
t ifest his own glory.

CHAP. VTI.

We are now to attend the second banquet to which the king
and Haman were invited: and there, I. Esther preaenls
lier petition to the King for her life, and the life of her
people, V. 1 . .4. II. She plainly tells the kinjj that Ha-
man was the man who desii^ned her ruin, and the ruin
of all her friends, v. 6, 6. III. The king, thereupon,
gave orders for the hanging of Htiman upon the gallows
that he had prepared for iVlordecai, which was done ac-
cording'ly, v. 7 . . 10. And thus, by the destruction of
the plotter, a good step was taken toward the defeating
of the plot.

1. ClO the king and Haman came to ban-
1^ quet with Esther the queen. 2. And

the king said again unto Esther, on the se-

cond day, at the banquet of wine, What is

thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be
granted thee: and what is thy request? and
it shall be performed, ercw to the half of the

kingdom. 3. Then Esther the queen an-

swered and said, Jf J have found favour in

thy sight, O king, and if it please the king,

let my life be given me at my petition, and
my people at my request : 4. For we are

sold, I and my -people, to be destroyed, to

be slain, and to perish : but if we had been
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had
held my tongue, although the enemy could
not countervail the king's damage. 5. Then
the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto
Esther the queen. Who is he, and where is

he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?

6. And Esther said, The adversary and
enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Ha-
man was afraid before the king and the

queen.

The king in humour, and Haman out of humour,
meet at Esther's table. Now here,

I. The king urges Esther, a third time, to tell

him what her request was, for he longed to know,
and repeats his promise, that it should be granted,
v. 2. If the king had now forgotten that Esther
had an errand to him, and had not again asked what
it was, she could scarcely have known how to re-

new it herself; but he was mindful of it, and now
he was bound with the threefold cord of a proniise

thrice made to favour her.

II. Esther, at length, surprises the king wit'i a
petition, not for wealth or honour, or the i)rcf(.r-

ment of some of her friends to some high post,

which the king expected, but for the preser\ ation

of herself and her countrymen from death and de-
struction, v. 3, '4. Even a stranger, a criminal,

shall be permitted to petition for his life: but that a

friend, a wife, should ha\ e occasion to present such
a petition, was very affecting; Let my life be given
?ne at my fietition, and my peofils at my request.

Two things bespeak lives to be \ ery precicus, and
fit to be saved, if innocent, at any expense. 1. Ma-
jesty. If it be a crowned head that is struck at, it

is time to stir: Esther's was such: '* Let my life be

given me. If thou hast any affection for the wife

of thy bosom, now is the time to show it, for that is

the life that lies at stake." 2. Multitude. If they
be many lives, ver)' many, and those no way forfeit-

ed, that are aimed at, no time should be lost, nor
pains spared, to prevent the mischief. " It is not

a friend or two, but my people, a whole nation, ;iii(l

a nation dear to me, for the saving of which I n'. \s

intercede."
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To move the king the more, she suggests, (1.)
That she and her peo])le were bought and sold.

They had not sold themselves by any offence against
the government, but were sold to gratify the pride
and revenge of one man. (2. ) That it was not their
liberty only, but their lives, that were sold. " Had
we been sold" (says she) " into slavery, I would not
have complained, foV, in time, we might have re-
covered our liberty, though the king would have
made but a bad bargain of it, and not have increased
his Wi^alth by our firice. Whatever had been paid
for us, the f)ss of so many industrious hands out of
his kingdom, would have been more damage to tlie

treasury than the price would countervail." To
persecute good people is as impolitic as it is impious,
and a manifest wrong to the interests of princes and
states; they are weakened and impoverished by it.

But this was not the case... We are sold (says she)
to be destroyed, to be slain, and to /lerish; and then
it is time to speak. She refers to the words of the
decree, {c/i. 3. 13.) which aimed at nothing short of
their destruction; this would toucli in a tender part,
if there were any such in the king's heart, and
would bring him to relent.

III. The king stands amazed at the remonstrance,
and asks, {v. 5.) " Who is he, and where is he, that
durst /iresume in his heart to do so? What! con-
trive the murder of the queen and all her friends .''

Is there such a man, .such a monster rather, in na-
ture .'' U'7io is he, and where is he, whose heart has
Jilled him to do so?" Or, Who hath Jilled his heart;
he wonders, 1. That any one should be so dad as to

think such a thing; Sitan certainly filled his heart.
2. That any one should be so bold as to do such a
thing; should have his heart so fully set in him to
do wickedly; should be so very daring.^ Note, (1.)
It is hird to imagine that there should be such hor-
rid wickedness committed in the world as really
there is. Who, where is he, that dares, presumes,
to question the being of God and iiis providence, to

banter his oracles, profane his name, persecute his
people, and yet bid defiance to his wrath? Such
there are, to think of whom is enough to make hor-
ror take hold of us, Ps. 119. 53. (2.) We some-
times startle at the mention of that e^ il, which yet
we ourselves are chargeable with. Ahasuerus is

amazed at that wickedness, wliich he himself was
guilty of; for he consented to that bloodv edict
against the Jews. Thou art the man, might Esther
too trulv ha\e siid.

IV. Esther plainly charges Haman with it l^efore

his face: " Here he is, let him spe ik for himself,
for therefore he is invited. The adversari/ and
enctny is this wicked Haman, {v. 6.) it is he that
has designed our murder, and, wliicli is worse, has
basely drawn tl»e king in to be fuirticefin criminis—
a fjartnker of his crime, ignorantly agreeing to it."

V. Haman is soon apprehensive of his danger; he
was afraid before the king and queen, and it was
time for him to fear, when the queen was his pro-
secijtor, the king his judge, and his own conscience
a witness ;ig.iinst him; and the surprising operations
of Providence against liim, th:it same morning,
could not but increase his fear. Now he has little

joy of his l)eing invited to the banquet of wine, but
finds Irmsclf in straits, when lie thought himself fn
the fulness of his sufficiency. He is cast into a net
by hi^ own feet.

7. And the kinfi;, avisine; from tho banquet
of wine in his wrath, 7vrnt into the palace-
garden : and Haman stood up to make re-

quest for his life to Esther the queen : for he
saw that tliere was evil determined atinins

•lim bv the king. 8. Then the king returned

out of the palace-garden into the place of
the banquet of wme ; and Haman was
fallen upon the bed whereon Esther was.
Then said the king, Will he force the queen
also before me in the house? As the word
went out of the king's mouth, they covered
Haman's face. 9. And Harbonah, one of
the chamberlains, said before the king, Be-
hold also, the gallows fifty cubits high,

which Haman had made for Mordecai,
who had spoken good for the king, standeth
in the house of Haman. Then the king
said, Hang him thereon. 10. So they hang-
ed Haman on the gallows that he had pre-

pared for ]\Iordecai. Then was the king's

wrath pacified.

Here,
I. The king retires in anger. He rose from the

table in a great passion, and went into the palace-
garden to cool himself, and to consider what was to
be done, v. 7. He sent not for his seven wise coun-
sellors who knew the times, being ashamed to con-
sidt witli them about the undoing of that which he
had rashly done without their knowledge or advice;
but he went to walk in the garden a while, to com-
pare in his thoughts what Esther had now infornsed
him of, with what had formerly passed between
him and Haman. And we may suppose him, 1,

Vexed at himself, that he should be such a fool, as
to doom a guiltless nation to destructit n, and his
own queen among the rest, upon the base sugges-
tions of a self-seeking man, without examining the
truth of his allegations. They that do things with
self-will, reflect upon them afterward with self re-
proach. 2. Vexed at Haman whom he had laid in

his bosom, that he should be such a villain as to

abuse his interest in him, to draw him to consent to

so wicked a measure. When he saw himself be-
trayed by one he had caressed, he was full of indig-

nation at him; yet he would say nothing, till he had
taken time for sccrnd thoughts, to see whether they
woiild make the matter better or worse than it first

appeared, that he might proceed accordingly.
W'hen we are angry, we should pause a while, be-
fore we come to any resolution, as those tliat ha\e
a rule over our own spirits, and are governed by
reason.

II. Haman becomes a humble petitioner to the
queen for his life. He might easily perceive by the
king's hasty fl\ing out of the room, that there was
evil determined against, him. For the irra.'h of a
king, such a king, is as the roaring ofa lion, and as

mrssengers of death; and now see, 1. How mean
Haman looks, wlien he stands up first, and then
falls down at Esther's feet, to beg she would save
his life, and take all he had. They that are most
haughty, insolent, and imjicrious. when they are in

power and pros])evity, are commonly the most ab-

ject and poor spirited, when the wheel turns upon
them. Cowards, tliey say, are most cruel, and
then consciousness of their cruelty makes them the
more cowardlv. 2. How great Esther looks, who
of late had been neglected, and doomed to the
slaughter, tanquam ovis—as a shee/i; now her
sworn enemy owns that he lies at her mercy, and
bees his life at her hand. Thus did G' d regard th'

low estate of his handmaiden, and scatter the proud
in the imagination of their hearts, Luke 1. 48, 51.

Compare with this tliat promise made to the Phila-

delj)hian church, (Rev. 3. 9.) I will ?nake them of
the svnagoisiir of ^atan to come and to worshi/i be-

fore thy feet, and to know that I have loved thcc
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The day is cuining wlien tlinse that hate and per-
secute God's chosen ones, would gladly be be-
liolden to them: Give us ofyour oil; Father Abra-
ham, send Lazarus; The upright shall have domi-
nion in the morning.
III. The king returns yet more exasperated against

Ilanian. The more he tliinks of him, the worse
he thinks of him, and of what he had done. It

Was but lately, that every thing Haman said and
did, even that which was most criminal, was taken
well, and construed to his advantage; now, on the
contrary, what Haman did, that was not only inno-
cent, but a sign of repentance, is ill taken, and with-
out colour of reason, construed to his disadvantage.
He lay in terror at Esther's feet, to beg for his life;

What! (says the king,) will heforce the queen also

before me in the house? Not that he thought he had
any such intention, but, having been musing on
H.dTian's design to slay the queen, and finding him
in tliis posture, he takes occasion from it thus to

vent his puswon against Haman, as a man that
would n(;t scruple at the greatest and most impu-
dent piece of wickedness. "He designed to slay

the queen, and to slay \\&\'n.vith me in the house; will

he in like manner force her? What! ra\ish her
first, and then murder her? He that had a design
upon her life, may well be suspected to have a de-
sign upon her chastity."

IV. Those about him were ready to be the instru-

ments of his wrath. The courtiers that adored
Haman when he was the rising sun, set themselves
as much against liim now that he is a falling star,

and are even glad of an occasion to i-un him down;
so little sure can proud men be of the interest they
think they have. 1. As soon as the king spake
an angry word, they covered Haman's face, as a
condemned man, not worthy any more either to see
the king, or to be seen by him; they marked him
for execution. Those that are hanged, commonly
have their faces covered. See how ready the ser-

vants were to take the first hint of the king's mind
in this matter. Turba Rom£ sequitur fortunam,
ut semfier et odit damnatos— 7'he Roman fiofiulace

change as the aspects offortune do, and always oji-

firess the fallen. If Haman be going down, they
all cry, '• Down with him." 2. One of them that

had been lately sent to Haman's house, to fetch him
to the banquet, informed the king of the gallows
which Haman had prepared for Mordecai, v. 9.

Now th'it Mordecai is the favourite, the chamberlain
applauds him; he spake good for the king, and,
Haman being in disgrace, every thing is taken no-

tice of, that might make against him, incense the
king against him, and fill up the measure of his

iniquity.

V. The king gives orders that he should be hang-
ed upon his own gallows, which was done accord-
ingly, nor was he so much as asked what he had to

|

say, why this judgment should not be passed u])nn

him, and execution awarded. The sentence is

shnrt, Ha7ig him 'thereon; and the execution
speedy, So they hanged Haman on the gallows, v.

10. See here, 1. Pride brought down. He that
expected e\ ery one to do him reverence, is now
made an ignominious spectacle to the world, and
himself sacrificed to justice, wlio disd.iined that

less than a whole nation should be sacrificed to his

revenge. God resists the proud; and those whom
he resists, will find him irresistible. 2. Persecution
punished. H inian was, upon many accounts, a
wicked man, but his enmity to God's church was
his most provoking crime, and for that the Gixl to

whom ven;:,eance belongs, here reckons with him,
and, though his plot was defeated, gives him ac-
cording to the wickedness of his endeavours, Ps.

28. 4. o. Miscliief returned upon the person him-
self that contrived it; the wicked snared in the work

9li

ofhis own hands, Ps. 7. 15, 16.—9. 15, 16. Haman
is justly hanged on the verv gallows he h. d Uuji.sily
prepai-ed for Mordecai. If nc had not set up that
gallows, perhaps the king would not ha\e tliought
of ordering him to be hanged; but, if he rear a
gallows for the man whom the king delights to ho-
nour, the thougiit is very naturJ, that lie should
be ordered to try it himself, and see how it fits him,
see how he likes it. The enemies of God's church
have often thus been taken in their own craftiness.
In the mornmg Haman was designing himself for
the robes, and Mordecai for the galh-ws; but the
tables are turned; Mordecai has the crown, Haman
the cross. The Lord is known by such iude-menfs
See Prov. 11. 8.—21. 18.

J ^
>

Lastly, The satisfaction which the king had in
this execution. Then was the kirig's wrath pacified,
and not till then. He was as well pleased in oi der
mg Haman to be hanged, as in ordering Moi-decai
to be honoured. Thus shall it be done to the
man whom the king delights to take vengeance on.
God saith of wicked men, (Ezek. 5. 13.) / will
cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be
comforted.

CHAP. VIII.

We left the plotter hanging, and are now to see what be-
comes of his plot. I. His plot was to raise an estate for
himself; and, all his estate being confiscated for trea-
son, is given to Esther and Mordecai, v, 1, 2. II. His
plot was to ruin the Jews ; and as to that, 1. Esther ear-
nestly intercedes for the reversing of the edict against
them, V. 3 . . 6, 2. .i is, in effect, done by another edict
here published, empowering the Jews to stand up in their
own defence against their enemies, v. 7 . . 14. III. This
occasions great joy to the Jews, and all their friends, v.
15.. 17.

1. I^N that day did the king Ahasiieriis
XJ give the house of Haman, the Jews'

enemy, unto Esther the queen : and Mor-
decai came before the king ; for Esther had
tokl what he was unto her. 2. And the
king took off his ring, which he had taken
fiom Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai.
And Esther set Mordecai over the house of
Haman.

It was but lately that we had Esther and Morde-
cai in tears and in fears, but fasting and j^raving;
now let us see how to them tliere arose light m
darkness.

1. Here is Esther enriched. Haman was hanged
as a traitor, therefore his estate was forfeited to the
crown, and the king gave it all to Estlier, in re-
c< mpense for the fright that wicked man had put
her into, and the vexation he had created her, v. 1.

His houses and lands, goods and chattels, and all

the money he had heaped up, while he was prime-
minister of state, (which, we may suppose, was no
little,) are given to Esther, they are all her own,
added to the allowance she already had. Thus is

the wealth of the sinner laid up for the Just: and
the innocent divides the silver, Pro\-. 13. 22. Job 27.

17, 18. W'hat Haman would have done mischief
with Esther will do good with; and estates are to

be valued as they are used.

2. M'lrdecai advanced. His pompous procession,

this morning, through the streets ff the city, was
but a sudden flash or blaze of hnnoiir; but here we
havp more durable and gainfid preferments to

which he was raised, which yet the other happily
made way for.

(1.) He is now owned as the queen's cousin,

which, till now, though Esther had been 4 years

queen, for aught that appears, the king did not
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know. So humble, so modest, a man was Mordecai,
and so fur from being ambitious of a place at court,

that he concealed his relationship to the queen, and
her obligations to him as her guardian, and never
made use of her interest for any advantage of his own.
Who but Mordecai could have taken so little notice

of so gieat an honour? But now he was brought
before the king, introduced, as we may say, to

kiss his hand; for now, at length, Esther had told

what he was to her, not only near akin to her, but

the best friend she had in the world, who took care
of her when she was an orphan, and one whom slie

still respected as a father. Now the king finds

himself, for his wife's sake, more obliged than he
thought he had been, to delight in doing honour to

Mordecai. How great were the merits of that man,
to whom both king and queen did, in effect, owe
their lives! Being brought before the king, to him,
no doubt, he bowed, and did reverence, though he
would not to Haman an Amalekite.

(2. ) The king makes him lord privy-seal in the

room of Haman; all the trust he had reposed in

him, and all the power he had given him, are here
transferred to Mordecai; for the ring which he had
taken from Haman, he gave to Mordecai, and made
this trusty humble man as much his favourite, his

confidant, and his agent, as ever that proud perfidi-

ous wretch was; a happy change he made of his

bosom friends, and so, no doubt, he and his people

soon found it.

(3.) The queen makes him her steward, for the

management of Haman's estate, and for getting and
keeping possession of it. She set Mordecai over the

house of Haman. See the vanity of laying up trea-

sure upon earth; he that heafieih up. riches know-
eth not ivho shall gather them, (Ps. 39. 6. ) not only

whether he shall be a wise man or a fool, (Eccl. 2.

19.) but whether he shall be a friend or an enemy.
With what little pleasure, nay, with what constant

vexation, would Haman have looked upon his es-

tate, if he could have foreseen that Mordecai, the

man he hated above all men in the world, should
have rule over all wherein he had laboured, and
thought that he showed himself wise! It is our in-

terest, therefore, to make sure those riches which
will not be left behind, but will go with us to another
world.

3. And Esther spake yet again before

the king, and fell down at his feet, and
besought him with tears to put away the

mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his

device that he had devised against the

Jews. 4. Then the king held out the gold-

en sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose,

and stood before the king, 5. And said, If

it please the king, and if I have found fa-

vour in his sight, and the thing seem rigiit

before the king, and I be pleasing in his

eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters

devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the

.Tews which are in all the king's provinces:

6. For how can I endure to see the evil

that shall come unto my people? or how
can I endure to see the destruction of my
kindred ? 7. Then the king Ahasuerus
said unto Esther the queen, and to Morde-
cai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther

the house of Haman, and him they have
hanged upon the gallows, because he laid

his hand upon the Jews. 8. Write ye also

for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's

name, and seal it with the king's ring : lor

the writing which is written in the king's

name, and sealed with the king's ring, may
no man leverse. 9. Then were the king's

scribes called at that time in the third

month, that is, the month Sivan, on the

tiiree and twentieth dai/ thereof: and it was
written, according to all that JVlordecai

commanded, unto the Jews, and to the

lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of

the provinces which are from India unto

Ethiopia, a hundred twenty and seven pro-

vinces, unto every province according to

the writing thereof, and unto every people

after their language, and to th% Jews ac-

cording to their writing, and according to

their language. 10. And he wrote in the

king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with

the king's ring ; and sent letters by posts on
horseback, and riders on mules, camels, aw(^

young dromedaries: 11. Wherein the king

granted the Jews which were in every city

to gather themselves together, and to stand

for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to

cause to perish, all the power of the people

and province that would assault them, both

little ones and women, and to take the spoil

of them for a prey, 1 2. Upon one day, in

all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, jiame-

ly, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, which is the month Adar. 1 3. The
copy of the wr ing, for a commandment to

be given in every province, was publisherl

unto all people, and that the Jews should

be ready against that day to avenge them-

selves on their enemies. 14. So the posts

that rode upon mules and camels went out,

being hastened and pressed on by the king's

commandment. And the decree was given

at Shushan the palace.

Haman, the chief enemy of the Jews, was hang,

ed, Mordecai and Estlier, their chief friends, were
sufficiently protected, but many others there were
in the king's dominions, that hated the Jews and
desired their ruin, and to their rage and malice all

the rest of that people lay exposed; fcr tlie edict

against them was still in force, in pursuance of

which, their enemies would, on the day appointed,

fall upon them, and they would be deemed as re-

bels against the king and his government, if they

should offer to resist, and take up arms in their own
defence. For the pre\ cnting of this,

I. The queen here makes intercession with much
affection and im])ortunity. She came, a second

time, uncalled, into the king's presence, {v. 3.
J
and

was, as before, encouraged to present her petition,

by the king's holding out the golden sceptre to her,

V. 4. Her petition is, that the king, having put

away Haman, would put away the mischief of Ha-
man, and his device against the Jews, that that

might not take place now that he was taken off.

Many a man's mischief survives him, and the wick-
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edness he devised operates when he is gone. What
men project and write, may, after their death, be
either very profit.tble or very pernicious: it was
therefore requisite, in this case, that for the defeat-

ing of Hanian's plot, they should apply themselves

to the king for a fuilher act of grace; that, by ano-

ther edict, he would reverse the letters devised by
Haman, and which he wrote, (she does not say

which the king consented to, and confirmed nuith his

oivn seal, she leaves it to his own conscience to say

that,) by which he took an effectual c< urse to de-

stroy the Jews in all the king's /. rovinces,v. 5. If the

king were indeed, as he seemed to be, troubled that

such a decree was made, he could not do less than

revoke it. For what is repentance, but undoing, to

*h€ utmost of our power, what we have done amiss?

1. This petition Esther presents with much af-

fection. She fell down at the king's feet, and be-

sought him with tears; {v. .3. ) every tear as pre-

cious as aiiy of the pearls with which she was
adorned. It was time to be earnest, when the

church of God lay at stake. Let none be so great

as to be unwilling to stoop, none so merry as to be
unwilling to weep, when thereby they may do any
service to God s church and people. Esther,

though safe herself, fell down and begged with tears

for the deliverance of her people.

2. She expressed it with great submission, and a
profound deference to the king and his wisdom and
will, (v. 5.) If it filease the king, and if I have
foundfavour in his sight; and again, " If the thing

itself seem right and reasonable before the king, and
it I that ask it, be /ileasing in his eyes, let the de-

cree be reversed:" even then when we have the

utmost reason and justice on our side, and have the

clearest cause to plead, yet it becomes us to speak
to our superiors with humility and modesty, and
all possible expressions of respect, and not to talk

like demandants, when we are supplicants. There
is nothing lost by decency and good breeding. As
soft answers turn away wrath, so soft askings ob-

tain favour.

3. She enforces her petition with a pathetic plea.

'^For how can I endure to see the evil that shall

tome ufion my fieofile? Little comfort can I have
of my own life, if I cannot prevail for their's: as

good share in the evil myself as see it come upon
them, for how can J endure to see the destruction of
my kindred, that are dear to me?" Esther, a queen,

owns her poor kindred, and speaks of them with a

very tender concern. Now it was, that she min-
gled her tears with words, that she wefit and made
sufifilication; we read of no tears when she begged
for her own life, but now that she was sure of

that, she wept for her people. Tears of pity and
tenderness are the most Christ-like. They that

are truly concerned for the public, would rather die

in the last ditch, than live to see the desolations of

the church of God, and the ruin of their country.

Tender spirits cannot bear to think of the destruc-

tion of their people and kindred, and therefore dare

not omit any opportunity of giving them lelief.

II. The king here takes a course for the pre-

venting of the mischief that Haman had designed.

1. The king knew, and informed the cjueen, that,

according to the constitution of the Persian govern-

ment, the former edict could not be revoked, v. 8.

What is written in the king's name, and sealed with

the king's ring, may not, under any pretence what-
soever, be reversed. This was a fundamental ar-

ticle of their magna charta, that no law or decree,

when once it had passed the royal assent, could be
repealed or recalled, nojudgment vacated,no attain-

der reversed; (Dan. 6. 15.) this is so far from be-

speaking the wisdom and honour of the Medes and
Persians, that really it bespeaks their pride and
follv, and, consequently, their shame. It is ridiru-

VOL. II.—5 Z

lous in itself for any man, or company of men, tn

pretend to such an infallibility of wisdom, as to fore-

see all the consequences cf what they decree; and
therefore it is unjust, and injurious to mankind, to

claim such a supremacy of power, as to make their

decrees irrevocable, whether the consequences
prove good or bad. 'This savours of that old pre-
sumption which ruined us all, fVe will be as gods.
Much more prudent is that proviso of our constitu-

tion, that no law can, by any words or sanctions

whatsoever, be made unrepealable, any more than
any estate unalienable. Cujus est instruere, ejus
est destruere— The right lo enact im/iiies a right to

refieal. It is God's prerogati\ e not to repent, and
to say what can never be altered or unsaid.

2. Yet he found an expedient to undo the device
of Haman, and defeat his design, by signing and
publishing another decree, to authorize the Jews to

stand upon their own defence, vim vi refiellere, et

invasorem occidere—to oppose force to force, and
destroy the assailant. This would be their effec-

tual security. The king shows them that he had
done enough already to convince them that he had
a concern for the Jewish nation, for he had order-

ed his favourite to be hanged, because he laid

his hand ufion the Jews, v. 7. He would therefoi e

do the utmost he could, to protect them; and leaves

it as fully with Esther and Mordecai to use his name
and power for their deliverance, as, before, he had
left it with Haman to use his name and power for

their destruction; Ji ritefor the Jews as it liketh you,

{v. 8.) saving only the honour of our constitutirn.

Let the mischief be put away as effectually as mpy
be without reversing the letters."

The secretaries of state were ordered to attend,

to draw up this edict on the 23d day of the 3d month,
{v. 9.) about 2 months after the promulgation <f

the former, but 9 months before the time set for its

execution: it was to be drawn up and published in

the respective languages of all the provinces. Sliall

the subjects of an earthly prince have his decrees

in a language they understand? And shall God's
oracles and laws be locked up from his servants in

an unknown tongue? It was to be directed to the

proper officers of everv province, both to the jus-

tices of peace and to the deputy-lieutenants. It wr.s

to be carefully dispersed throughout all the king's

dominions, and true copies sent by expresses to all

the provinces.

The purport of this decree was, to commis^iji
the Jews, upon the day which was appointedTor
their destruction, to draw together in a bod/ for

their own defence. And, (1.) To stand for their

life, that, whoever assaulted them, it might be at

their peril. (2.) They might not only act defen-

sively, but might destroy, and slay, and cause to

perish, all the power of the people that would as-

sault them, men, women, and children ;{v. 11.) and
thus to avenge themselves on their enemies, (v. 13.)

and if they pleased, to enrich themselves by their

enemies, for thev were empowered to take the

spoil of them for a prey. Now, [1.] This showed
his kindness to the Jews, and sufficiently provided

for their safety; for the latter decree would be
looked upon as an implicit re\ocation of the former,

though not in expression. *But, [2.] It shows the

absurdity of that branch of tlieir constitution, that

none of the king's edicts might be repealed; for it

laid the king here under a necessity of enacting a

civil war in his own dominions, between the Jews

and their enemies, so that both sides took up arms

by his authority, and vet against his nuthority. No
better could, come of men's pretending to be wise

above what is given them. Great expedition was

used in dispersing this decree; the kine: himself

being in pain, lest it should come too late, and any

mischief should be dene to t!;c Jews by \ iitue of the



914 ESTHER, IX.

former decree, before the notice of this ani\ ed. It

was therefore by the king's commandment, as well

as Mordecai's, that the messengers were hastened

and presj^d on, {v. 14.) and had swift beasts pro-

vided them, V. 10. It was not a time to trifle,

when so many lives were in danger.

15. And Mordecai went out from the

presence of the king in royal apparel of

blue and white, and with a great crown of

gold, and with a garment of fine linen and

purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced

and was glad. 16. The Jews had light, and

gladness, and joy, and honour. 1 7. And in

every province, and in every city, whither-

soever the king's commandment and his

decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness,

a feast and a good day. And many of the

people of the land became Jews ; for the

fear of the Jews fell upon them.

It was but a few days ago, that we had Mordecai
in sackcloth, and all the Jews in sorrow; but here

Is a blessed change, Mordecai in purple, and all

the Jews in joy. See Ps. 30. 5, 11, 12.

1. Mordecai in purple, v. 15. Having obtained

an order for the relief of all the Jews, he was easy,

he parted witli his mourning weeds, and put on the

royal apparel which e'.ther belonged to his place,

or which the king appointed him as a favourite.

His robes were rich, blue and white, of fine linen

and purple; so was his coronet, it was of gold.

These are things not worth taking notice of, but as

they were marks of the king's favour, and ihat the

fruit of God's favour to his clmrch. It is well with

a land, when the ensigns of dignity are made the

ornaments of serious piety. The city of Shushan
was sensible of its advantage in the preferment of

Mordecai, and therefore ri-joiced and was glad, not

only pleased, in general, with the advancement of

virtue, but promising itself, in particular, better

times, now that so good a man was intrusted with
power. Human was hanged; and when the wicked
perish, there is shouting : (Prov. 11. 10.) Mordecai
was- preferred; and when the righteous are in au-
th(Mty, the fieofile rejoice.

9iikt\\e. Jews in joy, xu 16, 17. The Jews, who,
a wh^e ago, were under a dark cloud, dejected and
disgraced, now had light and gladness, joy and
honour, a feast and a good day; if they had not

been threatened and m distress, they had not

had occasion for this extraordinary joy. Therefore
are God's people sometimes made to sow in tears,

that they may reafi in so much the xnnvtjoy. The
suddenness and strangeness of the turn of affairs in

their favour, added much to their joy; they were
like them that dream; then was their mouthJilled
with laughter, Ps. 126. 1, 2.

One good effect of this deliverance, was, that
many of the /ipo/ile of the land, that were consider-
:vte, sober, and well inclined, became Jews, were
proselyted to the Jewish religion, renounced idola-

try, and worshipped the true God only. Haman
thought to extirpate the Jews, but it proves, in the
issue, that their numbers are greatly increased and
many added to the church. • Observe, When the

Jews hadjoy and gladness, then majiy of the people

of the land became Jews; the holy cheerfulness of

those that profess religion, is a great ornament to

their profession, and will invite and encourage
others to be religious. The reason here given why
so manv became Jews at this time is, because the
jear of the Jews fell upon them. When they ob-
served how wonderfully Divine Providence had

owned them, and wrougnt for them in this cfiticl
juncture, (1.) They thought them great, and those
happy that were among them; ana therefore they
came over to them, as was foretold, (Zech. 8. 23.'j

lie will go with you, for we have heard, we have
seen, that God is with you, the Shield of your help,

and the Svjord of your excellency, Deut. 33. 29.

When the church prospers, it is smiled upon, ma-
ny will come in to it, that will be shy of it when it

is in trouble. (2.) They thought them formidable,
and those miserable that were against them. They
plainly saw in Haman's fate, that if any offered in-

jury to the Jews, it was at their peril; and there-
fore, for their own security, they joined themselves
to them. It is folly to think of contending with the
God of Israel, and therefore it is wisdom to think
of submitting to him.

CHAP. IX.
We left two royal edicts in force, both given at the court

of Shushan, one bearing date the 13th day of the 1st

month, appointing, that, on the 13th day of the 12th
month then next ensuing, all the Jews should be killed;

another bearing date the 23d day 'of the 3d month, em-
powering the Jews, on the day appointed for their
slaughter, to draw the sword in their own defence, and
make their part good against their enemies as well as
they could. Great expectation there was, no doubt, of
this day, and the issue of it. The Jews' cause was to be
tried by battle, and the day fixed for the combat by au-
thority. Their enemies resolved not to lose the advan-
tages Eriven them by the first edict, in hopes to overpow-
er them by numbers ; the Jews relied on the goodness of
their God, and justice of their cause, and resolved to
make their utmostefibrts against their enemies. The day
comes, at length; and here we are told, 1. What a glo-
rious day it was that year, to the Jews, and the two days
following; a day of victory and triumph, both in the city

of Shushan, and in all the rest of the king's provinces, v
1 . . 19. II. What a memorable day it was made to pos
terity, by an annual feast, in commemoration of this

great deliverance, called the feast ofPurim, v. 20.. 32.

1 . I^TO^^ in the twelfth month, that is

Jl^ the month Adar, on the thirteenth

day of the same, when the king's com-
mandment and his decree drew near to be

put in execution, in the day that the ene-

mies of the Jews hoped to have power over

them, (though it was turned to the contrary,

that the Jews had rule over them that hated

them,) 2. The Jews gathered themselves

together in their cities, throughout all the

provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay

hand on such as sought their hurt ; and no
man could withstand them; for the fear of

them fell upon all people. 3. And all the

rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants^,

and the deputies, and officers of the king,

helped the Jews ; because the fear of Mor-
decai fell upon them. 4. For Mordecai
was great in the king's house, and his fame
went out throughout all the provinces: for

this man Mordecai waxed greater and
greater. 5. Thus the Jews smote all their

enemies with the stroke of the sword, and
slaughter, and destruction, and did what
they would unto those that hated them. 6.

And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew

and destroyed five hundred men, 7. And
Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha,

8. And Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha,
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0. And Parmashta, and Aiisai, and Aridai,

and Vajezatha, 10. The ten sons of Ha-
man, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy
of the Jews, slew they; but on the spoil laid

they not their hand. 1 1 . On that day the

number of those that were slain in Shushan

the palace was brought before the king. 1 2.

And the king said unto Esther the queen.

The Jews have slain and destroyed five

hundred men in Shushan the palace, and
the ten sons ofHaman ; what have they done

in the rest of the king's provinces ! Now
what is thy petition? and it shall be gr.ant-

ed thee; or what is thy request further? and

it shall be done. 13. Then said Esther, If it

please the king, let it be granted to the Jews
which are in Shushan to do tomorrow also

according unto this day's decree, and let

Haman 's ten sons be hanged upon the gal-

lows. 1 4. And the king commanded it so

to be done ; and the decree was given at

Shushan; and they hanged Haraan's ten

sons. 15. For the Jews that ?iiere in Shu-

shan gathered themselves together on the

fourteenth day also of the month Adar, and
slew ttiree hundred men at Shushan ; but

on the prey they laid not their hand. 16.

But the other Jews that loere in the king's

provinces gathered themselves together, and
stood for their lives, and had rest from their

enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and
five thousand (but they laid not tiieir hands

on the prey) 17. On the thirteenth day
of the month Adar: and on the fourteenth

day of the same rested they, and made it a

day of feasting and gladness. 1 8. But the

Jews that icere at Shushan assembled to-

gether on the thirteenth day thereof, and on
the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth

doT/ of the same they rested, and made it a

day of feasting and gladness. 191. There-
fore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in

the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth

day of the month Adar a day of gladness

and feasting, and a good day, and of send-

ing portions one to another.

We have here a decisive battle fought between
the Jews and their enemies, in which the Jews were
victorious Neither side was surprised, for both
had notice of it long enough before, so that it was a

fair trial of skill between them. Nor could either

side call the other rebels, for they were both sup-
ported by the royal authority.

I. The enemies of the Jews were the aggressors.

They hoped, notwithstanding .the latter edict, (o

have flower over them, by virtue of the former, (t'.

1.) and made assaults upon them accordingly: tliey

formed themselves into bodies, and joined in con-
federacy against them, to seek their hurt, v. 2. The
Chaldee paraphrase says, that none appeared against
the Jews but Amalekites only, who were, infatuated,

and had their hearts hardened, as Pharaoh's against

Israel, to take up arms to their own destruction.

Some had such an inveterate implacable niulicc

against the Jews, that Haman's fall and Mcirdecai's

advancement, instead of convincing them, did but
exasperate them, and make them more iHitrageous

and resolute to cut all their throats.' The sons of

Haman, paiticularly, vowed to avenge their father's

death, and pursue his designs, whicii they rali noble
and brave, whatever hazards they run; and a strong

party they had formed both in Shushan and in the
provinces, in order hereunto. Fight they would,
though they plainly saw Providence fight against

them; and thus they were infatuated to their own
destruction. If they would have sitten still, and at-

tempted nothing against the people of God, not a
hair of their head had fallen to the ground; but they
cannot persuade themselves to do that, they must
be meddling, though it \)vo\ e to their own ruin; and
roll a burthensome stone, which will return upon
them.

II. But the Jews were the conquerors. That
very day, when the king's deciee for their destruc-

tion was to be put into execution, and which the
enemies thought would have been their day, proved
God's day; (Ps. 37. 13.) it was turned to the con-
trary of what was expected, and the Jews had ruie

over them that hated ihem, v. 1. We are here told,

1. Wliat the Jews did for themselves; {v. 2.) they

gathered themselves- together in their cities, embo-
died, and stood upon their defence, offering violence

to none, but bidding defiance to all. If they had
not had an edict to wari-ant them, they durst not

have dohe it, but, being so supported, they strove

lawfully. Had they acted separately, each family
apart, they had been an easy prey to their enemies,
but acting in concert, and gathering together in

tlieir cities, tliey strengthened one another, and
durst face their enemies. Fis unita fortior—Forces
act most fWiVerfullij when combined. Those that
write of the state f>f the Jews at this day, give this

as the le son why, tliough they are very numerous
in many parts, and rich, they are yet so despicable,

because they are generally so selfish, that they can-
not incorporate; indeed, being under the curse of

dispersion, tliey cannot unite, nor (as here) gather
together, for if they could, they might with their

numbers and wealth threaten the most potent states.

2. What the rulers of the provinces did for theip,

under the influence of Mordecai. All the officers

of the king, who, by the bloody edict, were ordered
to he)]) forward their destruction, {ch. 3. 12, 13.)
conformed themselves to the latter edict, (which,
being an estopel against an estopel,* had set the
matter at large, and left them at liberty to observe
which they pleased,) and heljud the Jews, which
turned the scale on their side, v. 3. The provinces
would generally do as the rulers of the provinces
inclined, and thcrefire their favouring of the Jews
would greatly further them. But why did they
help them? Not because they had any kindness
for them, but because the fear ofMordecaifell ufion
them, he having manifestly the countenance both
of God and the king. They all saw it their interest

to help Mordecai's friends, because he was not only
great in the king's house, and caressed by the
courtiers, (as many are who have no intrinsic worth
to support their reputation,) but his fame for wis-

dom and virtue went out from thence throughout
all the provinces, in all places he was spoken of as

a great man; he was looked upon also as a thriving

man, and one that waxed greater and greater; (i

4.) and therefore, for fear of him, all the king's

officers helped the Jews. Great men may, bv

their influence, do a great deal of good; many that

fear not God, will s'tand in awe of them.
3. What God did for them; he struck all fitofde

with a.fear of them, {v. 2.) as the Canaanites went

* An act barring legal process.
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made afraid of Israel, (Josh. 2. 9.-5. 1.) so that

though they had so much hardiness as to assault

them, yet they had not courage to prosecute the

assault. Their hearts failed them when they came
to engage, and none of the men of might couldfind
their hands.

4. What execution they did hereupon; 720 man
could withstand them, {v. 2.) bnt thiy didivhat they

would, to those that hated them, v. 5. So strangely

were the Jews strengthened and animated, and

their enemies weakened and dispirited, that none

of those who had marked themselves for their de-

struction, escaped, but they smote them vjith the

stroke of the sxvord. Particularly,

(1.) On the 13th day of the month Adar, they

slew in the citv of Shushan 500 men, {v. 6.) and the

ten sons of Haman, v. 10. The Jews, when, on

the feast of Purim, they read this book of Esther,

oblige themselves to read the names of Haman's
ten sons all in one breath, without any pause, be-

cause they say that they were all killed together,

and all gave up the ghost just in the same moment.

Buxt. Synaff. Jud. c. 24. The Chaldee paraphrase

says, that when these ten were slain, Zeresh, with

seventy more of his children, escaped, and afterward

begged their bread from door to door.

(2.) On the 14th day they slew in Shushan 300

more, who had escaped the sword on the former

day of execution, v. 15. Tliis Esther obtained

leave of the king for them to do, for the greater

terror of their enemies, and the utter crushing of

that malignant party of men. The king had taken

account of the numbers that were put to the

sword the first day, {v. 11.) and told Esther,

{v. 12.) and asked her what more she desired.

" Nothing," says she, " but commission to do such

another day's work." Esther surely was none of

the blood-thirsty, none of those that delight in

slaughter, but she had some very good reasons that

moved her to make this request. She also desired

that the dead bodies of Haman's ten sons might be

hanged up on the gallows on which their father

was har,ged, for the greater disgrace of the family,

and terror of the party; (y. 13.) and it was done

accordingly; (y. 14.) it is supposed that they were

hanged in chains, and left hanging for some time.

. (3.) The Jews in the country kept to their orders,

and slew no more of their enemies than what were

slain the 13th day, which were in all, among all the

provinces, 75,000, v. 16. If all these were Amale-
kites, (as the Jews say,) surely now it was that the

remembrance of Amalek was utterly put out, Exod.

17. 14. However, that which justifies them in the

execution of so many, is, that they did it in their

own just and necessary defence; they stoodfor their

lives, authorized to do so by the law of selt-preser-

vation, as well as by the king's decree.

(4.) In these several executions, it is taken notice

of, that on the prey they laid not their hand, v. 10,

15, 16. The king's commission had warranted

them to take the sfioil of their enemies for a prey,

{ch. 8. 11.) and a fair opportunity they had of en-

riching themselves with it; if Haman's party had
prevailed, no doubt, they would have made use of

their authority to seize the goods and estates of the

Jews, ch. 3. 13. But the Jews would not do so by

them, [1.] That they might, to the honour of their

religion, evidence a holy and generous contempt of

worldly wealth, in imitation of their father Abra-
ham, who scorned to enrich himself with the spoils

ot Sodom. [2.] That they might make it to appear
that they aimed at nothing but their own preserva-

tion, and used their interest at court for the saving

<if their lives, not for the raising of their estates.

[".] Their commission empowered them to destroy

the families of their enemies, even the little ones,

ana the tvomen, ch. 8. 11. But their humanity for-

bade them to do that,- though that was desigj.ed
against them; they slew none but those they found
in arms; and therefore they did not take the spoil,

but left it to the women ana little ones whom they
spared, for their subsistence; otherwise as good slay
them as starve them, take away their lives, as take
away their livelihoods. Herein they acted with a
consideration and compassion w«ll worthy imitation.

5. What a satisfaction they had in their deliver-
ance; the Jews in the country cleared themselves
of their enemies on the 13th day of the month, and
they rested on the 14th day, {v, 17.) and made that
a thanksgiving-day, v. 19. The Jews in Shushan,
the royal city, took two days for their military exe-
cution, so that they rested on the 15th day, and
made that their thanksgiving-day, v. 18. Both of
them celebrated their festival the veiy day after
they had finished their work, and gained their
point. When we have received signal mercies
from God, we ought to be quick and speedy in

making our thankful returns to him, while the
mercy is fresh, and the impressions of it are most
sensible.

20. And Mordecai wrote these things,

and sent letters unto all the Jews that were
in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus,
both nigh and far, 21. To stablish this

among them, that they should keep the four-

teenth day of the month Adar, and the fif-

teenth day of the same yearly, 22. As the

days wherein the Jews rested from their

enemies, and the month which was turned

unto them from sorrow to joy, and from
mourning into a good day; that they should

make them days of feasting and joy, and of

sending portions one to another, and gifts lo

the poor. 23. And the Jews undertook to

do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had
written unto them; 24. Because Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the

enemy of all the Jews, had devised against

the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur
(that is, the lot) to consume them, and to

destroy them: 25. But when Esther came
before the king, he commanded by letters,

that his* wicked device, wliich he devised

against the Jews, should return upon his

own head, and that he and his sons should

be hanged on the gallows. 26. Wherefore
they called these days Purim, after the

name of Pur: therefore, for all the words
of this letter, and of that which they had
seen concerning this matter, and which had
come unto them, 27. The Jews ordained,

and took upon them, and upon their seed,

and upon all such as joined themselves unto

them, so as it should not fail, that they

would keep these two days according t(>

their writing, and according to their nppn'nil-

ed time, every year; 28. And thai xhv^v,

days should he remembered and kept

throughout (nery generation, every family,

every province, and every city ; and that

these days of Purim should not fail from

among the Jews, nor the memorial of them



ESTHER, IX. 917

perish from their seed. 29. Then Esther

the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and
Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority,

to confirm this second letter of Purim. 30.

And he sent the letters unto all the Jews,

to the hundred twenty and seven provinces

of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of

peace and truth, 3 1 . To confirm these days
of Purim in their times appointed, according

as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen
had enjoined them, and as they had decreed

for themselves, and for their seed, the mat-
ters of the fastings and their cry. 32. And
the decrefe of Esther confirmed these matters

of Purim ; and it was written in the book.

We may well. imagine how much affected Mor-
decai and Esther were with the triumphs of the
Jews over their enemies, and how they saw the
issue of that decisive day, with a satisfaction pro-
portionable to the care and concern with which
they expected it. How were their hearts enlarged
with joy in God and his salvation, and what new
songs of praise were put into their mouths! But
here we are told what course they took, to spread
the knowledge of it among their people, and to per-
petuate the remembrance of it to posterity, for the
honour of God, and the encouragement of his people
to trust in him at all times.

I. The history was written, and copies of it were
dispersed among all the Jews in all the provinces
of the empire, both niph andfar, v. 20. They all

knew something of the story, being nearly con-
cerned in it—were by the first edict made sensible
of their danger, and by the second of their deliver-

ance; but how this amazing turn was given, they
could not tell, Mordecai therefore wrote these

things. And if this book be the same that he
wrote, as many think it is, I cannot but observe
what a difference there is between Mordecai's style

and Nejiemiah's; Nehemiah, at every tuj-n, takes
notice of Divine Providence and the good hand of
his God upon him, which is very proper to stir up
devout affections in the minds of his readers; but
Mordecai never so much as mentions the name of
God in the whole story. Nehemiah wrote his book
at Jerusalem, where religion was in fashion, and
an air of it appeared in men's common conver-
sation; Mordecai wrote his at Shushan the palace,
where policy reigned more than piety, and he
wrote according to the genius of the place. Even
those that have the root of the matter in them, are
apt to lose the savour of religion, and let their leaf

wither, when they converse wholly with those that
have little religion. Commend me to Nehemiah's
way of writing, that I would imitate; and yet learn
from Mordecai's, that men may be truly devout,
though they do not abound in the shows and ex-
pressions of devotion, and therefore that we must
not judge or despise our brethren. But because
there is so little of the language of Canaan in this

book, many think it was not written by Mordecai,
but was an extract out of the journals of the kings
of Persia, giving an account of the matter of fact,

which the Jews themselves knew how to comment
upon.

II. A festival was instituted, to be observed
yearly from generation to generation by the Jews,
m remembrance of this wonderful work which
God wrought for them; that the children which
should be born, might know it, and declare it to

their children, that they might set their hope in God,
Ps. 78. 6, 7 It would be for the honour of God as

,

the Protector of his people, and the honour of Is-
rael as the care of Heaven, a confirmation of the
fidelity of God's covenant, an invitation to strangers
to come into the bonds of it, and an encouragement
to God's own people cheerfully to depend upon
him, his wisdom, power, and goodness, in the
greatest straits. Posterity would reap the benefit
of this deliverance, and therefore dught to celebrate
the memorial of it.

Now concerning this festival we are here told,

1. When it was observed; every year on the
14th and 15th day of the 12th month, just a month
before the passover, v. 21. Thus the first month
and the last mohth of the year kept in remem-
brance the months that were past, even the days
when God preserved them. They kept two days
together as thanksgiving-days, and did not think
that too much to spend in praising God. Let us
not be niggardly in our returns of praise to him,
who bestows his favours so liberally upon us. Ob-
serve, They did not keep the day when they fought,
but the day when they rested; on the 14th day the
country Jews rested, and on the 15th those in Shu-
shan, and both those they kept. The sabbath was
appointed not on the day that God finished his
work, but on the day that he rested from it. The
modern Jews observe the 13th day, the day ap-
pointed for their destruction, as a fasting-day,
grounding it on v. 31, the matters of the fastings
and their cry. But that refers to what was in the
day of their distress, (ch. 4. 3, 16.) which was not
to be continued, when*God had turned their fasts

into joy and gladness, Zech. 8. 19.

2. How it was called; The feast of Purim, (v.

26. ) from Pur, a Persian word, which signifies a
lot, because Haman had by lot determined this to
be the time of the Jews' destruction, while the
Lord, at whose disposal the lot is, had determined
it to be the time of their triumph. The name of
this festival would remind them of the sovereign
dominion of the God of Israel, who served his own
puiposes by the foolish superstitions of the heathen,
and outwitted the monthly firognosticators in their

own craft, (Isa. 47. 13.) frustrating the tokens ofthe
liars, and making the diviners mad, Isa. 44. 25, 26.

3. By whom it was instituted and enacted; it was
not a divine institution, and therefore it is not called
a holy day, but a human appointment, by which it .

was made a good day, v. 19, 22. (1.) The Jews
ordained it, and took it upOn themselves; {v. 27.)
\oluntarily undertook to do as they had begun, v.

23. They obliged themselves to it by common
consent. (2.) Mordecai and Esther confirmed
their resolve, that it might be the more binding to

posterity, and might come well recommended by
those great names. They wrote, [1.] With all

authority; {v. 29.) as well they might, Esther
being queen, and Mordecai prime minister of state.

It is well when those who are in authority, use it to

authorize that which is good. [2.] With words
of peace and truth; though they wrote with
authority, they wrote with tenderness; not impe-
rious, not imposing, but in such language as the
council at Jerusalem use in their decree, (Acts 15.

29.) "If ye do so and so, ye shall do well, Fare ye
well." Such was the style of these letters, or such
the salutation or valediction of them. Peace and
truth be with you.

4. By whom it was to be observed; by all the

Jews and by their seed, and by all such as joined
themselves to them, v. 27. The observation of this

feast was to be both universal and perpetual; the

proselytes must observe it, in token of their sincere

affection to the Jewish nation, and their having

united interests with them. A concurrence in joys

and praises is one branch ofthe communion of samts.

5. Why it was to be observed; that the memoridJ
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of the great things God had done for his church,

might never fierish from their seed, v. 28. God
does not work wonders for a day, but to be had in

«5verlasting remembrance. What he doeth, shall

be for ever, and therefore should for ever be had
in "mind, Eccl. 3. 14. In this affair, they would

remember, (1.) Haman's bad practices against the

church, to his peiipetual reproach, {v. 24. ) Because

he had devised against the Jews to destroy them.

Let this be kept m mind, that God's people may
never be secure, while they have such malicious

enemies, on whom they ought to have a jealous

eye; their enemies aim at no less than their

destruction, on God therefore let them depend for

salvation. (2. ) Esther's good services to the church,

to her immortal honour. When Esther, in peril

of her life, came before the king, he repealed the

edict, V. 25. This also must be remembered, that,

wherever this feast should be kept, and this his-

tory read in explication of it, this which she did,

might be toldfor a memorial of her. Good deeds,

done for the Israel of God, ought to be remembered,
for the encouragement of.others to do the like.

God will not forget them, and therefore we must
not. (3.) Their own prayers, and the answers

given to them, {v. 31.) the matters of the fastings

and their cry. The more cries we have offered

up in our trouble, and the more prayers for deli-

verance, the more we are obliged to be thankful to

God for deliverance. Call upon me in the time of
trouble, and then offer to God thanksgiving.

6. How it was to be observed. And of this let

us see,

(1.) What was here enjoined, which was very

good; that they should make it, [1.] A day of

cheerfulness, a day offeasting and joy; (v. 22.)

a feast was madefor laughter, Y^ccl. 10. 19. When
God gives us cause to rejoice, why should we not

express our joy? [2.] A day of generosity; send-

ing fiortions one to another in token of their plea.-

santness and mutual respect, and their being knit

by this and other public common dangers and de-

liverances so much the closer to each other in love.

Friends have their goods in common. [3.] A day

of charity; sending gifts to the fioor. It is not to

our kinsmen, and rich neighbours only, that we are

to send tokens, but to the poor and the maimed,

Luke 14. 12, 13. They that have received mercy,

must, in token of their gratitude, show mercy; and

there never wants occasion, for the poor we have
always with us. Thanksgiving and almsgiving

should go together, that when we are rejoicing and

blessing God, the heart of the poor may rejoice

with us, and their loins may bless us.

(2.) What was added to this, which was much
better. They always, at the feast, read the whole
story over in the synagogue, each day, and put up
three prayers to God; in the first of which, they

praise God for counting them worthy to attend this

divine service; in the second, they praise him for

the miraculous preservation of their ancestors; in

the third, they praise him, that they have lived to

observe another festival in memory of it. So Bishop
Patrick.

(3.) What it is since degenerated to, which is

much worse. Their own writers own that this

feast is commonly celebrated among them with
gluttonv and drunkenness, and excess of riot.

Their Talmud says expressly that, in the feast of

Purim, a man should drink till he knows not the

difference between. Cursed be Human, and. Bless-

ed be Mordecai. See what the corrupt and wicked
nature of man often brings that to, which was at

first well intended; here is a religious feast turned

into a carnival, a perfect revel; as wakes among
us Nothing more purifies the heart, and adorns

religion, than holy joy; nothing more pollutes the

heart, and reproaches religion, than carnal mirth
and sensual pleasure. Corru/itio optimi est pessi-

ma— miat is best, when corrupted, becomes the

worst.

CHAP X.
This is but a part of a chapter; the rest of it, beginning at

V. 4. with six chapters more, beins found only in the

Greek, is rejected as apocryphal. In these three verses,

we have only some short hints, I. Concerning Ahasue-
rus in the throne, what a mighty prince he was, v. 1, 2.

II. Concerning Mordecai his favourite, what a distin-

guished blessing he was to his people, v. 3.

1 . A ND the king Ahasuerus la id a tribute

jlJl upon the land, and uyon the isles of

the sea. 2. And all the acts of his power,
and of his cftight, and the declaration of the

greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king

advanced him, are they not written in the

book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media
and Persia ? 3. For Mordecai the Jew was
next unto king Ahasuerus, and great among
the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of

his brethren, seeking the wealth of his peo-

ple, and speaking peace to. all his seed.

We are here told,

I. How great and powerful king Ahasuerus was.
He had a vast dominion, both in the continent

and among the islands, from which he raised a
vast revenue. Beside the usual customs which the
kings of Persia exacted, (Ezra 4. 13.) he laid an
additional tribute upon his subjects, to serve for

some great occasion he had for money; {v. 1.) The
king laid a tribute. Happy is our island, that pays
no tribute but what is laid upon it by its representa-

tives, and those of its own choosing, and is not

squeezed or oppressed by an arbitrary power, as

some of the neighbouring nations are. Beside this

instance of the grandeur of Ahasuerus, many more
might be given, that were acts of his power and his

might, but they are not thought fit to be recorded
here in the sacred story, which is confined to the
Jews, and relates the affairs of other nations only
as they fell in with their affairs, but they are writ-
ten in the Persian chronicle, {x\ 2. ) which are long
since lost and buried in obli\ ion, while the sacred ||
writings live, live in honour, and will live, till time
shall be no more. When the kingdom of men,
monarchs and their monarchies, are destroyed,
and their memorial is perished with them, (Ps. 9.

6.) the kingdom of God among men, and the re-

cords of that kingdom, shall remain, and be as the
days ofheaven, Dan. 2. 44.

il. How great and good Mordecai was.
1. He was great; and it does one good to see

virtue and piety thus in honour. (1.) He was
great with the king; next to him., as one he most
delighted and confided in. Long had Mordecai
sitten contentedly in the king's gate, and now, at

length, he is advanced to the head of his council-

board. Men of'merit may, for a time, seem buried
alive, but often, by some means or other, they are
discovered and preferred at last. The declaration

of the greatness to which the king advanced Mor-
decai, was written in -the chronicles of the kingdom.,

as very memorable, and contributing to the great

achievements of the king. He never did such acts

of power, as he did when Mordecai was at his

right hand. (2.) He was great among the Jews;
{v. 3.) not only great above Xhem, more hi nrurablc
than any of them, but great with them, dear to

them, familiar with them, and much respected by
them. So far were they from envying his prefer-



ment, that they rejoiced in it, and added to it, by
giving him a commanding interest among them,
and submitting all their affairs to his direction.

2. He was good, very good, for he did good; that
made him truly great, and then his greatness gave
him an opportunity of doing so much the more
good. Wtien the king advanced him, (1.) He did
not disown his people the Jews, nor was he ashamed
of his relation to them, though they were strangers
and captives, dispersed and despised. Still he
wrote himself Mordecai the Jew, and therefore, no
doubt, adhered to the Jews' religion, by the ob-
servances of which he distinguished himself, and
yet it was no hinderance to his preferment, nor
looked upon as a blemish to him. (2. ) He did not
seek his own wealth, and the raising of an estate
for himself and his family, which is the chief thing
most aim at, when they get into great places at

court, but he consulted the welfare of his people,
and made it his business to advance that. His
power, his wealth, and all his interest in the king
and queen, he improved for the public good. (3.)
He not only did good, but he did it in a humble
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condescending way, was easy of access, courteous
and affable in his behaviour, and spake peace to all
that made their application to him. Doing good
works is the best and chief thing expected from
those that have wealth and power; but giving good
words is also commendable, and makes the good
deed the more acceptable. (4.) He did not side
with any one party of his people against another,
nor make some his favourites, while the rest were
neglected and crushed; but, -whatever differences
there were among them, he was a common father
to tl^em all, recommended himself to the multitude
ofhis brethren, not despising the crowd, and spake
peace to att their seed, without -distinction. Thus
making himself acceptable by humility and benefi-
cence, he was universally accepted, and gained the
good word of all his brethren. Thanks be to God,
such a government as this, we are blessed with,
which seeks the -welfare of our fieofile, sfieaking
peace to all their seed. God continue it long, very
long! And grant us, under the happy protection
and influence of it, to live quiet and peaceable livea
in godliness, honesty, and charity.

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME*
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